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Biodiversity plays a crucial role in functioning of the . _
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ecosystems on which humankind depends for food and Climate Change

fresh water, health, recreation and protection from

natural disasters. Its loss also affects cultural and ﬁ

spiritual values that are integral to human well-beinsg. i
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India's Fifth National Report to the convention of biological diversity 2014.
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many pharmaceutical companies use
plant extracts for production of drugs

e Change for various ailments and diseases

including cancer.
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The contribution of forestry to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is barely 1.5 %. Valuation of the handicrafts,

multiple benefits from the sector are not reflected in this. Did you know that the value of Indian forests
preventing soil erosion is estimated at over Rs 47,000 per hectare; carbon sequestration at nearly

_ Rs 1,00,000 per hectare; groundwater augmentation at around Rs 1,250 million.
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