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Editorial   

    Dear Readers, 
  Wishing you all a very happy and prosperous New Year 2017! 

 In this quarter, National Youth Day was celebrated with the great joy and enthusiasm. It is 

celebrated to commemorate the birthday of Swami Vivekananda, maker of the modern India. It was first 

declared by the Government of India in the year 1984 to celebrate the birthday of Swami Vivekananda as 

the National Youth Day. Since then (1985), it is started celebrating as the National Youth Day all over the 

country.  Uttar Pradesh State Biodiversity Board, Lucknow celebrated National Youth Day, 2017 on 12th 

January, 2017. The theme of this year was ñDigital Paymentsò. The aim of this program was to make 

people aware about the ñDigital Paymentsò   

 World Wetland Day was celebrated on 2nd February, 2017. The programme aimed at creating 

awareness for the wetland conservation among the students of schools and colleges and local people of 

the Uttar Pradesh.  

 Like previous years, U.P. State Biodiversity Board in collaboration with Biodiversity and 

Wildlife Conservation Lab, Regional City, Aliganj and Centre for Environment Education (CEE) 

celebrated World Sparrow Day during 17th to 20th March 2017 and several awareness programmes 

were also organized during the celebration. 

 Besides, a mass awareness car on 20th March 2017 was also inaugurated from 4
th
 number Gate, 

University of Lucknow towards various regions in Lucknow such as Charbag, Ashiana, Krishna Nagar, 

Pahadpur, Alambag, Gomti Nagar, Polytechnic, Nishatganj, Balaganj, Thakurganj, Dubagga, Jankipuram, 

Kukrail, Madiyawa, Churamanpurwa, Khurramnagar, Rahimnagar etc. for creating awareness, 

conservation and management of House sparrow amongst local people of Lucknow city. 

 Your comments, suggestions to improve this issue are most welcome at 

upstatebiodiversityboard@gmail.com. 

Editor  
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1-Sparrow Conservation and Rehabilitation Center 

Ruby Yadav, Adesh Kumar, Shivangi Mishra and Amita Kanaujia*  

Biodiversity and Wildlife Conservation Lab 

Department of Zoology, University of Lucknow 

Email: kanaujia.amita@gmail.com 
 

The house sparrow (Passer domesticus) is a bird of the sparrow family Passeridae, found in 

most parts of the world. It is not a water bird; the House Sparrow bathes itself in dust instead. It 

normally throws soil and dust over itself as though it were taking a bath in water. Sparrow is a 

brown, chunky bird that is about 15 cm long.  It has a stout body, rounded wings and broad head. 

The bill is deep, conical and very well adapted for seeds of grains and weed eating.  and very 

common in human- occupied habitats especially if there are bird feeders. They are generally 

found in farming areas, cities and suburbs. It typically avoids extensive woodlands, Grasslands, 

and deserts away from human development. The sexeôs exhibit strong dimorphism. 

 

Male House Sparrow: Male has many of the bright brown and black markings, including most 

of the black throat and chest patch, called the "bib" or "badge". It also has a distinctive black bib, 

white cheeks, a chestnut mantle around the grey crown and chestnut-colored feathers on the 

upper wings. The male's bill is black in the breeding season and horn (dark grey) during the rest 

of the year. 

 

Female House sparrow: The females and the young ones have a plain, dingy-gray breast; a 

distinct, buffy eye stripe; and a streaked back. The female has no black markings or grey crown.  

The female's bill is brownish-grey and becomes darker in breeding plumage approaching the 

black of the male's bill. 

  

            Male House Sparrow                                               Female House Sparrow 

 

Juvenile: Juveniles are similar to the adult female but deeper brown below and paler above, with 

paler and less defined supercilia. Juveniles have broader buff feather edges, and tend to have 

looser, scruffier plumage, like moulting adults. Juvenile males tend to have darker Throats while 

juvenile female have white throats. The bills of juveniles are light yellow to straw, paler. 
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Eggs of House sparrow                                        Juvenile of house Sparrow 

 

Breeding: Males take up nesting sites before the breeding season. Males start nest construction 

to attract female. The house sparrow is monogamous, and typically mates for life. Nests are most 

frequently built in the eaves and other crevices of houses. cliffs and banks, or tree hollows, are 

also used. Clutches usually comprise four or five eggs, though numbers from one to ten have 

been recorded. The eggs are white, bluish white, or greenish-white, spotted with brown or grey 

Female incubate the egg while male only cover the eggs not incubate. Incubation period is 11-14 

days. Young house sparrow remains in the nest 11 to 23 days then flew from the nests.  

 

Threats: Sparrows number is fast declining,  due to loss of nesting places, depletion of feed, 

urban sprawling, change in human lifestyle by using cement in buildings, depletion of holes in 

buildings, monuments, competition, change in agricultural practices, lacks of roosting, predation, 

use of pesticides, loss of grasses from towns and gardens listed them under the threatened birds. 

          

GOURAIYA SARANKSHAN KENDRA  

 People have started showing interest in Sparrows and started installing artificial sparrow 

houses in their houses and surrounding areas. Inspired by this thought one person in Lucknow , 

Mr.Abdul Waheed has established a Gouraiya Sarankshan Kendra for the conservation of 

Sparrows.  
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Gouraiya Sarankshan Kendra established by Mr.Abdul Waheed 

 

 

Requirements for Establishment of Gouraiya Sarankshan Kendra 

1. Space (Plot): plot should be minimum 1000 sq ft in size and must be clean and airy.  

 

2. Sparrow Houses: Aim behind the establishment of Sparrow conservation center is to 

increase the population of House Sparrow. The designed boxes are comfortable for birds 

where it could sit & feed the chicks more easily. In nest boxes there is entrance hole of 

3.2 cm was made at bottom, so that it becomes less exposed to predators, Rain, high 

temperature, high wind, this house boxes were constructed according to the present 

modern construction pattern. Roof of nest painted with green colour. House Sparrow 

were successfully adopted them with gratification and breed successfully. These nest 

boxes were regularly monitored and analyzed to insure the presence of house sparrow. 

 



5 

 

   

 

Different kinds of Sparrow Houses 

 

3. Feed and water: The major reasons for the lo house sparrow population were 

unavailability of nesting space and food for nestling. To increase the population of bird, 

an experimental setup was done in which four type of supplementary feeds foxtail millet 

(setaria italica) or kakun , pearl millet (Pennisetum glaucum) or Bajra, Rice or Chawal, 

he provide the four types of feed daily at separate places without mixing. During this they 

further guided to monitor the birds while feeding on supplementary feed &drink water. 

During this birds would not be disturbed by human presence.   

  

     House Sparrow feeds on Rice (Chawal)                        Sparrow Drink Water  

 

4. Plants: In this center various types of trees also placed to provide suitable roosting site 

for sparrow. House sparrow preferred the small, bushy plants as well as trees with low 

heights (5-6 meters) for perching and roosting. House sparrow also roosted in spiny 

bushy trees and shrubs to avoid predation such as Babul (Acacia nilotica), Kaner 

(Thevetia peruviana), Raat rani (Cestrum nocturnum), Rose (Rosa spp.), Ber (Zizypus 

mauritiana), Lemon (Citrus lemon), Bottle brush (Collistemon spp), Chameli (Jasminum 

offinale), Ixora (Ixora Coccinea), Mehendi (Lawsonia ihermis ). 
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Mahanadi Tree (Lawsonia inermis)        Neem Tree (Azadirachta indica)                    Ber (Ziziphus mauritiana) 

5. Fewer Predators:  The house sparrow's main predators are cats and birds of prey, but 

many other animals prey on them, including corves, squirrels. By studied several research 

papers we find that cats are likely to have a greater impact on house sparrow populations. 

In Sparrow Conservation Center predator availability is very less which increases the 

survival rate of House Sparrow.  
House Sparrow is included in the IUCN red list. During last 25 years its population has 

remarkably decreased. At this time Sparrow rehabilitation play important role to increase 

the number of House sparrows  
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2-The National Youth Day, 12th Jan, 2017: 

 National Youth  Day (Yuva Diwas or Swami Vivekananda 

Birthday) is celebrated with the great joy and enthusiasm in India every 

year on 12th of January. It is celebrated to commemorate the birthday 

of Swami Vivekananda, maker of the modern India. It was first 

declared by the Government of India in the year 1984 to celebrate the 

birthday of Swami Vivekananda as the National Youth Day. Since then (1985), it is started 

celebrating as the National Youth Day all over the country. 

 National Youth Day was celebrated on 12th January, 2017 in the premises of U.P. State 

Biodiversity Board as well as at different places/organisations in the State of Uttar Pradesh. It 

was focused mainly on ñDigital Paymentò. As the theme of this year was ñDigital Paymentsò. 

The aim of this program was to make people aware about the ñDigital Paymentsò  and help them 

to understand that ñDigital Paymentsò  are  the only way of instant and convenient way to make 

payments. The organizations which celebrated this event include:  

1- Riverside Academy, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow 

2- Lucknow University, Lucknow 

3- Centre for Environment and Education, CEE, India 

4- Divisional Forest Officer, Lalitpur 

5- Divisional Forest Officer, Mahoba 

6- Divisional Forest Officer, Renukoot 

7- Divisional Forest Officer, Amroha 

8- Divisional Forest Officer, Deoria 

9- Divisional Forest Officer, Mirzapur  

10- Divisional Forest Officer, Chitrakoot 
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Glimpses of the Various Celebration s o n the occasion of  

 National Youth Day   

 

                  

U.P State Biodiversity Board, Lucknow 

Riverside Academy 

 

Lucknow University 

 

CEE, North 

 

DFO, Lalitpur  



9 

 

 

 

DFO, Mahoba 

 

 

DFO, Renukoot 

 

 

DFO, Amroha 

 

 

DFO, Deoria 

 

 

DFO, Mirzapur  

 

 

DFO, Chitrakoot  
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3- World Wetlands Day, 02nd Feb, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 World Wetlands Day is celebrated every year on 2 February since 1971.  The 

theme this year is ñWetlands for Disaster Risk Reductionò. The theme is selected to 

raise awareness to highlight the important role of wetlands in reducing the impacts of 

extreme events such as floods, droughts and cyclones. It also marks the date of adoption 

of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands in 1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar. World 

Wetlands Day was celebrated for the first time in 1997. 

 Wetlands are vital part of nature.  During the dry season, they release the water 

stored, delaying the onset of droughts and reducing water shortages. The frequency of 

natural disasters worldwide has more than doubled in just 35 years, driven by climate- 

and weather-related hazards like flooding, tropical cyclones and droughts. UN Water 

estimates that 90% of all natural hazards are water-related. And the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) predicts even more extreme events going forward. 

 The U.P. State Biodiversity Board celebrated World Wetland Day on 2nd 

February, 2017 in collaboration with Biodiversity and Wildlife Conservation Lab, 

Department of Zoology and University of Lucknow. The programme aimed at creating 

awareness for the wetland conservation among the students of schools and colleges and 

local people of the Uttar Pradesh. The awareness campaign started from 31
st
 January 

2017 to 2
nd

 February 2017 during the campaign pamphlets and flyers based on wetlands 

conservation were distributed. Total ten teams of 42 research scholars and volunteers 

were spread in different parts of Lucknow districts. 

 




