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National Conference on “Be Part of the Plan”  

Organized by U.P. State Biodiversity Board on 22nd May 2024 

 

 
 

On the occasion of IDB 2024, Uttar Pradesh State Biodiversity Board 

organized a National Conference on 22 May, 2024 on "Be Part of the Plan" at 

ITC Mughal, Agra, in which more than 350 delegates including Scientists from 

various institutes/research organizations, Students from school/colleges, BMC 

members, officers from U.P. Forest Department and other states as well as 

NGOs etc participated actively in the event.  
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The programme started with lighting the lamp followed by welcoming the 

guests and the delegates. 

 

Lighting of Lamp by the Dignitaries at Dias  

 

 Shri B. Prabhakar, Secretary, Uttar Pradesh State Biodiversity Board 

gave a start to the program by elaborating the objectives 

of the seminar. He said that India is a party to the 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD); it is legally 

binding international agreement. This agreement draws 

attention of all parties concerned with biodiversity. The 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

(MoEFCC) is the nodal ministry for the implementation of CBD in India. He 

also discussed about the “Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework” 

(KMGBF) in his presentation. At the end of his presentation he also briefed 

about the efforts and work done by Uttar Pradesh State Biodiversity Board in 

the direction of Conservation of Biodiversity.  
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Special guest of the occasion Shri Sudhir Kumar Sharma, Principal 

Chief Conservator of Forests and Head of the Department, Uttar Pradesh, said 

that biodiversity or biological diversity refers to the 

varieties and variability of life on earth. Shri Sharma 

said that society and all departments have an important 

role in biodiversity conservation and promotion. As 

forest biodiversity being located in inaccessible and 

remote areas, the role of Forest and Wildlife 

Department in the conservation of rare forest 

biodiversity is special and important. On the one hand, the Forest and Wildlife 

Department is doing scientific management of the forest, while on the other 

hand, it is the responsibility of the department to strictly implement the legal 

provisions for the protection of this invaluable wealth. Due to geographical and 

climatic diversity, our state is rich in biodiversity and a habitat for various 

animal and plant species. Today the whole world is worried and thoughtful 

about the adverse effects of environmental pollution due to the increasing 

amount of carbon in the atmosphere due to increasing biological pressure. 

Through the implementation of various programmes, schemes and legal 

provisions, we can be successful in protecting biodiversity to some extent, but 

as per the spirit of International Biodiversity Day, we can achieve this by 

getting public participation on a large scale to save biodiversity. 

Chief guest on this occasion Shri Manoj 

Singh, Additional Chief Secretary, Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change Department, Uttar 

Pradesh Government/Chairman, Uttar Pradesh State 

Biodiversity Board said that our ancestors 

considered forests and trees as Gods for the welfare 

of living beings and made protection, planting and 

irrigation of these resources an essential part of religion, tradition, culture and 
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daily life. As a result of the tradition of preserving forests, trees, rivers and wild 

animals by considering them as Gods, the state is rich in biodiversity even when 

there is immense biological pressure on its natural resources.  

He said, today the whole world is busy thinking about solving the 

problem of climate change, this problem can be solved easily by adopting 

Indian thought and culture and considering forests and trees as an integral part. 

Shri Singh said that we have our own interest in protecting biodiversity. 

Although governments play a leading role in achieving this goal (through 

Ministries responsible for environment, forests, agriculture, fisheries, energy, 

tourism, etc.), there is a lack of involvement of society in the sustainable use 

and conservation of biodiversity. There is a need to actively involve other 

sectors of the society in determining the role of other sectors and activities.  

Shri Singh said that the “Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 

Framework” (KMGBF) was adopted in December 2022. This framework 

includes four broad objectives (goals) and 23 targets (targets) to be achieved by 

the year 2030. The Chief Guest and Chairman, Uttar Pradesh State Biodiversity 

Board requested the participants on this occasion to ensure pollution-free and 

uninterrupted and clean flow of wetlands by adopting environment-friendly 

lifestyle, reducing carbon foot print, providing cooperation in tree plantation, 

and ensuring conservation of biological resources.  

In the first technical session, deliberations were given by the senior 

forest officers: 

 Shri Sanjaya Singh, retired, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, 

Wildlife said that nature itself is capable of stopping biodiversity degradation 

and restoring biodiversity and the solution lies in nature itself. Man has to avoid 

unnecessary interference in the cycle of nature. His presentation was based on 

Nature-Based Solutions: Be Part of the Plan. 
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Shri A.K. Rastogi, retired, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and 

Head of Forest Force, Bihar said that the goal of zero carbon emissions has an 

important role in environment protection and biodiversity conservation.  

Shri KP Dubey, retired, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Wildlife, 

while throwing light on biodiversity based economic conservation, said that 

preserving biodiversity is essential for livelihood, food security and income 

generation for the entire society, especially for the poor, weak and deprived 

sections.  

Shri Mudit Singh, retired, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and 

Head of Forest Force, Chhattisgarh said that biodiversity conservation reduces 

the rate of climate change and reducing the rate of climate change increases 

biodiversity. Thus, biodiversity and climate change are very closely related to 

each other. In view of this, there is a need for the society to make concerted 

efforts towards reducing the rate of climate change and preserving and 

enhancing biodiversity.  

Shri Sunil Chaudhary, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, 

Monitoring and Working Plan, highlighted the role and importance of action 

planning for the conservation of natural biodiversity present in natural forests 

for the last 150 years.  

Shri Sanjay Srivastava, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, 

Wildlife, Uttar Pradesh, while throwing light on the plant and animal diversity 

found in the state. He said that our state is rich in biodiversity and a habitat for 

various animal and plant species. He stated that approx. 2932 plant species and 

2434 animal species are found in our state. 

In the second technical session, representatives of various line 

departments viz. Forest, Agriculture, Fisheries, Horticulture, Environment, 

Animal Husbandry, Panchayati Raj and Urban Development discussed and 

shared their view regarding  importance of biodiversity in the implementation of 

the Biodiversity Plan in view of the theme "Be a part of the Biodiversity Plan" 
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along with the importance of Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) 

and People's Biodiversity Register (PBRs).  

 

 

A brochure on “Biodiversity Heritage Site of Uttar Pradesh” was also 

released by the Chief Guest and Special Guest of this occasion.  

The conference ended with the vote of thanks given by Shri Anil Patel, 

Conservator of Forests, Agra to Shri Manoj Singh, Chief Guest, Additional 

Chief Secretary, Environment, Forest and Climate Change Department, Uttar 

Pradesh Government/Chairman, Uttar Pradesh State Biodiversity Board, Shri 

Sudhir Kumar Sharma Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Head of 

Forest Force, Uttar Pradesh, Senior forest officers, representatives of various 

line departments, Shri  Mukesh Singh President, IACC, representatives of 

Research Institutes/ Universities, NGOs, members of Biodiversity Management 

Committees, progressive farmers, students and delegates attending the 

conference. 

AJT Johnsingh 
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Glimpses of some views on the occasion of International 

Day for Biological Diversity-2024 

 

 

Lightening of Lamp by the Dignitaries at Dias 

 

 

View of Chief Guest, Special Guest and Speakers at Dias 

 

   

View of BMC Members attending the IDB celebration 

    

View of Students attending the IDB celebration 

 

 
 

View of Audience  

 

 

      
Representative from line department delivering Lecture 
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Press Clippings 

Hindustan Times: 23-05-2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Times of India: 23-05-2024 
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Amar Ujala(Hindi Edition): 23-05-2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dainik Jagran (Hindi Edition): 23-05-2024 
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