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‘Biodiversity conservation |
collective responsibility”

HT Correspondent t ek A

LUCKNOW: Chief minister Yogi
on Thursday empha-
sised the need for collective

“Itis not the responsibility of
the government alone but
requires active involvement
from all sections of society,” he
said while inaugurating a
national seminar-2025 orga-

nised at Indira Gandhi Pratish-
than here on the occasion of the
International Biodiversity Day. CM Yogi Adityanath attends the national seminar on biodiversity
“Biodiversity conservation atlIndira Gandhi Pratishthan in Lucknow on Thursday  HTPHOTO
gained international attention in
1992. PM Narendra Modi for the and self-
assured the world that India will Reflecting on India’s self-reli- Highlighting UP’s commit-
achieve the goal of net-zero by ~ ant rural traditions, he recalled  ment to environmental protec-
2070. But this target is notalone  how villages once had barns, tion, the CM said the State Biodi-
the responsibility of government  pasture lands, ponds and com-  versity Board is spear!
but our collective responsibility.”  post pits, all contributing signifi-  new campaigns. Over the
the CM said. cantly to environmental sustain- ~ eight years, the forest depart-
“The development model ability. Solid waste was turned ~ ment ity
adopted is becoming self-de- into compost, ponds ensured the state’s green cover by plant-
structive. Don't know who gave  hygiene, and pasture lands sup- over 210 crore trees.
arder to cut trees of mangoand  ported livestock, the CM said. “Under the Namami Gange
jamun. If you cannot plant sap- “However, these time-tested  initiative, progress has been
lings, don’t cut trees,” Yogi practices have been neglectedin  made in restoring the cleanli-
added. pursuing modernity, leading to  ness and flow of the Ganga, espe-
He urged people to live in har-  ecol imbalance andriseof ~cially in Kanpur. Today, the
mony with nature, drawing disease,” he ddded. He said prac- Ganga flows clean and vibrant in
upon India’s Vedic philosophy tices like ing ponds into  that region, reflecting the suc-
and Sanatan traditions which  drainage outlets and encroach-  cess of these focused efforts,”
underscore the deep cultural ingon pastures are short-sighted  Yogi said. find
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