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Editorial

Esteemed Readers,

This quarter witnessed the CoP-11 of the Convention on
Biological Diversity at Hyderabad in which about 170 countries
participated. India will be the President of CoP for the next two years.
The Hyderabad pledge was adopted in which all countries are
requested to pledge money for the cause of biodiversity. India and
the CBD Executive Secretary, made strong call to parties, partners
and other stakeholders to take urgent action towards achieving the
Aichi Biodiversity Targets.

The Science Express Biodiversity Special was also, a
resounding success with Lucknow rewarding 46, 425 visitors in
November 2012.

Currently only 15 countries (South Africa, Seychelles, Rwanda,
Panama, Micronesia, Mexico, Mauritius, Lao people’s DR, Jordan,
Gabon, Fiji, Ethiopia, Botswana, Albania and India) have ratified the
Nagoya Protocol.

India during its Presidency of COP will work tirelessly for the
ratification of the Protocol by 50 countries, so that it comes into force
during the Presidency of India.

Let's all the inspired by what Mahatma Gandhi had said; “The
difference between what we do and what we are capable of doing
would suffice to solve most of the world's problems. So let us
comment ourselves to what we are capable of doing”.

— Editor




1. Conference of the Parties (COP-11)

Olst -19th Oct., 2012

The Xlth Conference of the Parties (COP 11) - Convention on Biological Diversity was organised
by the Ministry of Environment & Forests, Government of India from 8 October to 19 October 2012. It
was held at Hyderabad International Convention Centre, and the conference included a high-level
ministerial segment meet that was organized by India in consultation with the Bureau and Secretariat
and ittook place from 17 Octoberto 19 October 2012.

Mobilization of financial resources was the theme for the COP 11 summit. The next round of the
conference is scheduled to take place in Korea after 2 years. Finding out the commendable solution by
discussions over the issues of the Earth's bio-diversity is the main agenda of the conference. The
conference was attended by more than 5000 delegates from 180 countries. Enrollment of about 14,400
participants in the convention made it the largest biodiversity gathering of its time.

Demands of Developing and Developed Countries:
e African countries like Namibia demanded developed nations to stand by their promise fund
allocation for saving the bio-diversity, made in the 2010 protocol.

The developed nations stood by their demand of creating a baseline of the investments made by
now and how much more was needed.

Discussions on ldentified Targets of Nagoya Protocol:

e Discussion over the 20 identified targets at 2010 Nagoya Protocol was also done to find out the
problems that it faced for implementation.

India’s Stand:

India also demanded steps to be taken for ecosystem restoration and establishment of a
relationship between biodiversity and climate change, identification of ecologically and biologically
significant areas in marine ecosystems.

India to Chair the Conference for Next Two Years as its President:
India will be Chairing the Conference as its President for next two years.

The Union Environment and Forests Minister Jayanthi Natarajan, who took over the charge of
COP-11 as its President for next two years emphasized on the issue of resource mobilization that
remained an unfinished agenda of COP-10 at Nagoya in Japan

Manmohan Singh the Prime Minister of India announced a grant of $50 million for strengthening the
institutional mechanism of biodiversity conservation in India and other developing countries by the
name of Hyderabad Pledge

The Prime Minister also launched the high level segment of the 11th conference of parties during
the UN Convention on Biodiversity meeting at Hyderabad. This conference was the first conference
after the launch of Decade of Biodiversity by United Nations in 2011.

The high level meet took place during the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity (UNBD) that was
declared by the United Nations General Assembly following its resolution 65/161. This plan was
designed to find out the solutions for the objectives like Strategic Plan for Biodiversity and the Aichi
Biodiversity Targets. Across the UNBD, a trial to encourage government and representatives of
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different countries to develop, implement and communicate the results established by their national
strategies designed for fine implementation of the strategic plan over biodiversity.

Plan and Programmes Launched during COP11 Conference:
Plan and Programmes Launched during COP11 Conference:

Bird Life International on 16 October 2012 launched an e-Atlas of Marine-Important Bird Areas
during COP11. The e-Atlas would act as an inventory and carry data of around 3000 important bird
areas from across the world and can play a major role in conserving the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) target for protection of 10 percent coastal and marine Areas by 2020

The NTCA (National Tiger Conservation Authority) also declared its plan to create a national
database for tigers, the flagship species of India proving a unique identification code and number to
each one of these big cats in India. This was declared by the member secretary of NTCA, Rajesh
Gopal during an event organized with a theme "Have We Turned the Corner in Tiger
Conservation?"

Conclusion:

Amid the discussions and concerns, the COP 11 conference failed to reach to a concrete decision
of making resource mobilization and fund arrangements done. Indian Prime Minister allocated a fund of
$50 million for strengthening the mechanism for preserving the biodiversity in India and other
Developing nations. Although several steps and things were critically discussed and concerns were
raised to achieve better results and face the upcoming challenges.
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2. Participation of UPSBB at COP-11

The U.P. State Biodiversity Board, Lucknow published the following flyers and a booklet, which
were distributed to the participants during the event free of cost.

a) Flyers:
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b) Booklet

Glimpses of the Exhibition
during COP-11
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3. The Aichi Biodiversity Targets

Strategic Goal A

Address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss by mainstreaming
biodiversity across government and society
Targetl

By 2020, at the latest, people are aware of the values of biodiversity and the
steps they can take to conserve and use it sustainably.

Target 2

By 2020, at the latest, biodiversity values have been integrated into national
and local development and poverty reduction strategies and planning processes
and are being incorporated into national accounting, as appropriate, and
reporting systems.

Target3

By 2020, at the latest, incentives, including subsidies, harmful to biodiversity
are eliminated, phased out or reformed in order to minimize or avoid negative
impacts, and positive incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity are developed and applied, consistent and in harmony with the
Convention and other relevant international obligations, taking into account
national socio economic conditions.

Target4

By 2020, at the latest, Governments, business and stakeholders at all levels
have taken steps to achieve or have implemented plans for sustainable
production and consumption and have kept the impacts of use of natural
resources well within safe ecological limits.

Strategic Goal B
Reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity and promote sustainable use

Target5

By 2020, the rate of loss of all natural habitats, including forests, is at least
halved and where feasible brought close to zero, and degradation and
fragmentation is significantly reduced.
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Target6

By 2020 all fish and invertebrate stocks and aquatic plants are managed and
harvested sustainably, legally and applying ecosystem based approaches, so
that overfishing is avoided, recovery plans and measures are in place for all
depleted species, fisheries have no significant adverse impacts on threatened
species and vulnerable ecosystems and the impacts of fisheries on stocks,
species and ecosystems are within safe ecological limits.

Target7

By 2020 areas under agriculture, aquaculture and forestry are managed
sustainably, ensuring conservation of biodiversity.

Target 8

By 2020, pollution, including from excess nutrients, has been brought to
levels that are not detrimental to ecosystem function and biodiversity.

Target9

By 2020, invasive alien species and pathways are identified and prioritized,
priority species are controlled or eradicated, and measures are in place to
manage pathways to prevent their introduction and establishment.

Target 10

By 2015, the multiple anthropogenic pressures on coral reefs, and other
vulnerable ecosystems impacted by climate change or ocean acidification are
minimized, so as to maintain their integrity and functioning.

Strategic Goal C

Improve the status of biodiversity by safeguarding ecosystems,
species and genetic diversity
Target 11l

By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland water, and 10 per cent of
coastal and marine areas, especially areas of particular importance for
biodiversity and ecosystem services, are conserved through effectively and
equitably managed, ecologically representative and well connected systems of
protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures, and
integrated into the wider landscapes and seascapes.
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Target 12

By 2020 the extinction of known threatened species has been prevented and
their conservation status, particularly of those mostin decline, has been improved
and sustained.

Target 13

By 2020, the genetic diversity of cultivated plants and farmed and
domesticated animals and of wild relatives, including other socio-economically as
well as culturally valuable species, is maintained, and strategies have been
developed and implemented for minimizing genetic erosion and safeguarding
their genetic diversity.

Strategic Goal D

Enhancethebenefits to all from biodiversity and ecosystem services
Target 14

By 2020, ecosystems that provide essential services, including services
related to water, and contribute to health, livelihoods and well-being, are restored
and safeguarded, taking into account the needs of women, indigenous and local
communities, and the poor and vulnerable.

Target 15

By 2020, ecosystem resilience and the contribution of biodiversity to carbon
stocks has been enhanced, through conservation and restoration, including
restoration of at least 15 per cent of degraded ecosystems, thereby contributing to
climate change mitigation and adaptation and to combating desertification.

Target 16

By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair
and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization is in force and
operational, consistent with national legislation.

Strategic Goal E

Enhance implementation through participatory planning, knowledge
management and capacity building

Target 17

By 2015 each Party has developed, adopted as a policy instrument, and has
commenced implementing an effective, participatory and updated national
biodiversity strategy and action plan.
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Target 18

By 2020, the traditional knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous
and local communities relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity, and their customary use of biological resources, are respected,
subject to national legislation and relevant international obligations, and fully
integrated and reflected in the implementation of the Convention with the full and
effective participation of indigenous and local communities, at all relevant levels.

Target 19

By 2020, knowledge, the science base and technologies relating to
biodiversity, its values, functioning, status and trends, and the consequences of
its loss, are improved, widely shared and transferred, and applied.

Target 20

By 2020, at the latest, the mobilization of financial resources for effectively
implementing the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 from all sources, and
in accordance with the consolidated and agreed process in the Strategy for
Resource Mobilization, should increase substantially from the current levels. This
target will be subject to changes contingent to resource needs assessments to be

developed and reported by Parties.

GLOBAL COMMUNITY

ving a good stamp on biodiversity
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4. 7th Board meeting
11" Oct., 2012

The 7th Board meeting was held on 11th Oct. 2012. In this meeting, confirmation of the minutes of
the previous meeting was done first, followed by the discussion on the progress and follow up actions
onthe directions givenin the previous meeting. In addition, a review on the progress of various activities
of the Board was presented by Pratibha Singh, DCF. It was brought to the notice of the board that India
Is host to the 11th Conference of Parties (COP) of the convention of Biological Diversity (CBD) that is
currently at Hyderabad. Brochures/Flyers/Booklets/ Standees for the information of international
guests have been developed and will be displayed/distributed at a stall in COP-11. These materials are
being distributed free of cost at Hyderabad during the COP-11 meeting.

The following decisions were taken at the 7th Board meeting:

Approval of audited financial report of 2011-12

Approval of expenditure of the Board upto August 2012

Approval of proposed budget for 2012-13

Approval of Guidelines for preparation of PBR with the cooperation of educational institutions.

Approval was given for making 1000 copies (each) of books on Birds of Raj Bhawan, Lucknow and

"Trees of Lohia Park", Lucknow by the board.

The draft of Annual Report 2011-12 was approved by the Board for publication in Hindi and

English.

07 new projects were approved for funding from the Board.

Extension was given to BSIP currently doing the project, "Documentation of Plant Diversity

through Literature Survey for Development of Uttar Pradesh Biodiversity Database Information

System (UPBDIS)" for a period of 09 months (01-04-12to 31-12-12).
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Extension was given to Zoology Deptt., Lucknow University for the project, "Annotated and
Colored Checklist of the Reptiles and Amphibians of Uttar Pradesh" for a period of six months (May
to October 2012).

. Permissions sought/Approvals given:
I

Under Section 6 of Biological Diversity Act and Rule 18 of Biodiversity Rules, 2004,
permission was sought from NBA for the use biological resources e.g. Cymbopogon spp.,
Chrysanthemum cineraraiaefolium, Eucalyptus citriodora, Foeniculum vulgare, Lavandula
spp., Lippia spp., Mentha arvensis, Mentha piperita, Ocimum basilicum, Perlargonium
gravelens, Zingiber officinale from Central Institute of Medicinal and Aromatic Plant,
Lucknow. NBA had sought consent of UPSBB for this, the same was gratned conditionaly.

Under Section 6 of Biological Diversity Act and Rule 18 of Biodiversity Rules, 2004, NIS, CSIR
Building, New Delhi had sought permission from NBA for the use of biological resources like
Juglans regia, Indigofera tinctoria, Terminilia chebula, Acacia simuata, Lawsonia inermis,
Trigonella fornum-graecum, Sapindus mukorossi, Elipta alba, Embelica officinalis, Acacia
catechu, Piper betle for research purpose through the purchase from Nakkhas Bazar,
Lucknow. NBA had sought consent of UPSBB for this, the same was given.

Under Section 20 of Biological Diversity Act and Rule 19 of the Biodiversity Rules, Prof. K.P.
Joy, Centre of Advance Studies, Deptt. of Zoology, Banaras Hindu University had sought
permission for use of biological resource Hetero pneustes fossilis (Edible catfish) for research
through purchase from Chauka Ghat Bazar of Banaras. NBA had sought consent of UPSBB
for this, the same was given.

Under Section 7 of Biological Diversity Act and U.P. State Biodiversity Rules 2010, M/s
Sungro Seeds Ltd. had sought permission from NBA for the use of biological resources like 50
seeds of Gossypium hirsutum/barbedense (Cotton) and CrylEC-cockerline, NBRI event 24
and Cry 1EC-gene-sourced from a soil microorganism, Bacillus thuringiensis from NBRI
campus. It was decided by the Board to refer the matter to U.P. Deptt. of Science &
Technology for seeking their advice in this regard. Besides, the suggestions from two or three
specialists in this field should also be sought.

. The first thing to do is to leamn about
biodiversity. Once we understand that
the earth has limitations and the natural
resources are finite, we will learn how
to live responsibly.

We can learn how biodiversity is integral to our lives by:
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5. Science Express - Biodiversity Special (SEBS)

'Science Express - Biodiversity Special' (SEBS) is
an innovative mobile exhibition mounted on a specially
designed 16 coach AC train, traveling across India
from 5 June to 22 December 2012. SEBS is the fifth
phase of the iconic and path-breaking Science
Express. The SEBS is a unique collaborative initiative
of Department of Science & Technology (DST) and
Ministry of Environment & Forests (MoEF),
Government of India.

U.P. State Biodiversity Board, Lucknow
welcomed SEBS in Gorakhpur and Lucknow. Some
highlights of the programme are mentioned below:

1- Gorakhpur Cantt. Railway Station
(03rd November 2012)

The 'Science Express - Biodiversity Special’
(SEBS) was welcomed at Gorakhpur Cantt. Railway
Station by Shri. Ravi Ranjan Jamuar, CCF, Gorakhpur,
Smt Pratibha Singh, Deputy Conservator of Forests, U. P. State Biodiversity Board and was attended
by 14199 students and 754 teachers.

At S OF Pra (o et of e
S i s o b

Shri. Ravi Ranjan Jamuar, CCF, Gorakhpur and Smt Pratibha Shri. Ravi Ranjan Jamuar, CCF, Gorakhpur , Smt Pratibha Singh,
Singh, DCF, UPSBB welcomes SEBS at Gorakhpur DCF, UPSBB viewing SEBS exhibition

2-Northern Railway Station, Lucknow (07th November 2012)

The Science Express-Biodiversity Special arrived on 07th Nov., 2012 at Charbagh Junction,
Northern Railway, Lucknow. The exhibition was formerly inaugurated by Shri V.N. Garg, Principal
Secretary, Forests and Environment, UP and Chairman UP State Biodiversity Board, Lucknow,. Shri
Pawan Kumar, Secretary, Forest and U.P. State Biodiversity Board, Shri J.S. Asthana, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests, U.P., Shri Rupak De, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests ( Wildlife ), Dr.
Ashwani Kumar, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Research and Training Shri Umendra
Sharma, MD U.P. Forest Corporation and graced the occasion. Besides, Shri O.P. Verma, Director,
Environment, U.P. and Member Secretary, U.P. Pollution Control Board was also present. The children
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of schools from C.M.S., Riverside Academy and T.D. Girls Intermediate College also participated
actively on this occasion. Science Express-Biodiversity Special train was visited by 46425 visitors at
Lucknow.

Dr. Amita Kanaujia and students of Zoology Department of Lucknow University were also
present. The students of CMS had come with neatly painted placards. Dr. Preeti Kanaujia of C.E.E.
(North Zone) encouraged the students to take the "biodiversity pledge". They also explained the
concept of "Footprint” and "Handprint".

Shri. V. N. Garg, Principal Secretary, Forests and Shri. V. N. Garg, Principal Secretary, Forests interacting
Shri. J. S. Asthana, PCCF U.P. welcome SEBS at Lucknow with the SEBS team

Principal Secretary, Forests viewing different exhibits Students participating in Platform Activity conducted
by SEBS team
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6. 8th Board meeting
O7th Dec., 2012

8" Board meeting was held on 07th December, 2012. In this meeting, confirmation of the minutes
was done first, followed by the discussion on the progress and follow up actions on the directions given
in the previous. Besides, a review on the progress of ongoing activities of the Board was presented by
Pratibha Singh, Dy.C.F. It was informed that the COP-11 event was held at Hyderabad during 01- 19
October 2012 and a stall of U.P. State Biodiversity was also exhibited, where a total of 22000 flyers and
2000 booklets were distributed free of cost to the visitors taking interest in the exhibition.

The following decisions were taken at the 8th Board meeting:
Presentation of work of the Board during the year 2012-13.
Approval of expenditure of the Board upto September, 2012.
Approval for the extension of ongoing project “Documentation of Plant Diversity through
Literature Survey for Development of Uttar Pradesh Biodiversity Database Information
System (UPBDIS)” for a period upto 31st March 2013 with the condition that no extra grant will
be given for this purpose.
Permission sought/Approval given:
Under Section 7 of Biological Diversity Act and U.P. State Biodiversity Rules 2010, M/s
Sungro Seeds Ltd. had sought permission from NBA for the use of biological resources like 50
seeds of Gossypium hirsutum/barbedense (Cotton) and CrylEC-cockerline, NBRI event 24
and Cry 1EC-gene-sourced from a soil microorganism, Bacillus thuringiensis from NBRI
campus.
It was decided by the Board to refer the matter to U.P. Deptt. of Science & Technology for
seeking their advice in this regard. Besides, the suggestions from two or three specialists in
this field should also be sought.

~

“If all the insects on Earth disappeared,

within 50 years all life on Earth would end.
If all human beings disappeared from the
Earth, within 50 years all forms of life would
flourish.”

- Biologist Jonas Salk
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7. Visits/Trainings/Conferences etc.

Sri Pawan Kumar, Secretary, U. P. State Biodiversity Board, attended Convention on Biodiversity
(CBD) CoP 11 from 14th to 18th October 2012 at Hyderabad organized by Ministry of Environment
& Forests, Government of India, at HICC-HITEX Complex in Hyderabad, India.

Smt Pratibha Singh, Deputy Conservator of Forests, U. P. State Biodiversity Board attended
Convention on Biodiversity (CBD) CoP 11 from 15th to 19th October 2012 at Hyderabad organized
by Ministry of Environment & Forests, Government of India, at HICC-HITEX Complex in
Hyderabad, India.

Dr Ram Jee Srivastava, Senior Scientist attended the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of CSIR -
National Botanical Research Institute, Lucknow on 25th Oct. 2012. Bharatratna Dr. APJ Abdul
Kalam, Hon'ble Former President of India was the Chief Guest and his Excellency Shri B.L. Joshi,
Hon'ble Governor of U.P. was the Guest of Honour on the occasion.

Dr Somesh Gupta, GIS/Technical Associate attended the 82nd Annual Session of NASI & National
Symposium on "Nanoscience & Technology for Mankind" jointly organized by National Academy of
Sciences, Allahabad and Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi during November 29- December 01,
2012. He also presented aresearch paper on "Ramifications of Climate Change on Biodiversity" in
the biological session.

Sri R K Dubey, Assistant Conservator of Forests, U. P. State Biodiversity Board attended the
Annual meeting of all State Biodiversity Boards and First National Biodiversity Congress-2012 on
the theme "Biodiversity for Food Security" during 27-30 December 2012 organized by Kerala State
Biodiversity Board, at Kanakakkunnu Palace, Thiruvananthapuram.

The Institute of Engineers (India) U.P. State Centre
In association with The Professional Engineers
(Civil) Association - PECA celebrated World Habitat
Day on Oct- 1, 2012. On this occasion Smt Pratibha
Singh, Deputy Conservator of Forests, U. P. State
Biodiversity Board delivered a keynote address
focusing on habitat and feelings and affection for
our habitat, the mother earth. She briefed about
limitations of resources on biosphere with reference
to our developments and growth including
population. She also briefed about top ten green
cities.
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8. Newspaper Clippings

(i) International News

HINDUSTAN TIMES, LUCKNOW

WEDNESDAY, OCT

OBER 31, 2012

New spemes of Ilzard found in Oz

RARE REPTILE Scientists fear that it is only a
matter of time before the skink will be extinct

Agance France-Presss
Iwmm

l’mll:‘r Seie n::u:x announced
the discovery of
of lard fyghting to survive among
tthe sand dunes outside Perthin
Western Australia on Monday:
They fear it i= only a matter
of time before the six-contime-
tre(twio-inch) long Ctenctus om,
oF the coastal plains skink, wil
be extinet with urban sprawl
ra;idty closing in.
The discovery, detailed in the
Journal Zootaxs, took plave dur-
ing research south of the city to
determine the levels of biologi-

v

cal diversity in southwestern
Australia, “The discovery of a
new species is a momentous
oocnsion in science,” said Geolfrey
Kay, an ecologist from the
Australian National University
who found the lizard with col
league Scott Keogh.

“To find something asyet unde-
taxctie], g0 close o one of the coun-
try's largest cities, demonstrates
howe much we've still got to dis
cover” But he warned of the real
threat to the reptile.

“Although it's a fantastic dis-
covery, it poor cause for cele-
brathon. Cur new lizard is under
serious risk of being erased just

as suddenly as it appeared to
us,” he said. “Only a few of these
lizards have ever been found in
the wild, so while we know nim-
bers are low, we are not sure of
the exact size of the remaining
population.” The small stretch
of sand the brown and white
shink calls horme is steadily being
concreted.
“Dheseloprnastits aborg th conest-
line near Perth need to consid-
wer this new lizard and potentially
a lange number of other species
yettobe in this diversa
part of the added Kay
Southwe Australia is
recognisedas gae of the top 25
i

inch}-long Ct

bindiversity hotspots in the world,
alongside places such as
Madagmscar, the tropécal jun-
gles of West Afrden, and Brazil's
Corrado, “We've known for a

oy tirme that the southwiest has
an o standing diversity of plants,
s exchibited by its stunning wild-
Mowers] said Kay.

“But ‘only now with this

morlhmmﬂnhhsh!*onmct

research are we secing that
the bevel of diversity in animals,
in particular reptiles, is (e doep-
er and more extreme than we
previously imagined.”

31 Oct. 2012: A new species of lizard, ctenotus has been discovered in the sand dunes outside Perth, Western Australia. It is

about6cm.inlength.

(i) National News
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4 Oct 11, 2012: Three CRC's (Chawki

Rearing Centres) have been started
in Mysore. These supply 10 day old
silk worms to farmers who rear silk
worms. The farmers then real them
for the next 30 days in their homes.
The CRC as a seri-enterprise has
witnessed innovations like uniform
hatching, institutional innovations
and use of indigenous techniques in
temperature and humidity
management. A supply of healthy
worms ensures better cocoonyield.
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Desert S culmary repository

Braving the junk food conquest,
Rajasthan villagers keep alive
traditional methods of preparing
roasted barley grains with all its

BARLEY: Popular food grafn.

PHOTOS: ROHIT JAIN FARAS
Mohammed Igbal

In a unique method preserv-
ing the healthy elements of
food grains intact, villagers
in Hajasthan have followed a
traditional system for prep-
aration of food and drinks
from barkes to keep them
coal, especially during the
scorching heat of summer
months

The conventional method
i now on its way out with
the arrival of junk food and
soft drinks, but Its glimpses
can still be seen in some ru-
ral settings. A small “unit’ for
converting fau (barley) into
diuni (roasted barley), sit-
unted adjacent to an agricul-
tural  field at  Jamuwa

v

Oct 14, 2012: Villagers in Ramgarh village of Jaipur district, Rajasthan follow a traditional system to covert ‘jau’

Ramgach village, 32 km from
Jaipur, is one of the few such
entities still surviving in the
desert State, Barley is one of
the most popular food grains
gown here.

The ‘unit” dedicated to
roasting of barley comprises
a bhatti (oven} and a small
cabin of grass, where the fire
ig lit with harley crop waste
and the barley grains are put
for roasting. Women sit near
the cabin's entrance hole
and collect the barley grains
for beginning the process of
roasting that preserves the
grains' nutrients and cooling
propertics. A man: goes in-
side through the small open-
ing for roasting the grains,

Fifty-vear-ald Ramkaran,

nutrients intact

who i8 one of the members of
the small teum managing the
unit, gets inside the grass co-
hin and receives the utensil
of grains after the fire iz litin
the oven, He has all the con-
ventional equipment scat-
tered around him.
Interestingly, the opening of
the small cabin of grass and
bushes is barely large

enough to allow the entry of
a single person, who can
push his way inside oned
come back only by crawling.

Demonstrating the proce-
dure for preparation of the
healthy food, Ramboran puts
the barley grains inslde the
oven in a utensil with twig
attached to it In the oven's
high temperature, the roast-

=it .

THE OVEN: (Above and right) Barley being
roasted fn a traditional bhatti'.

(barley)into 'dhani’ (roasted barley).

ing process: is. completed
within a few minutes. The
grains are then taken out to
be cleaned, processed, sifted
and transferred to another
utensil

The women check the
grains and test the quality of
roasting. The entire process
takes 10 to 15 minutes. Other
villagers can also bring their
barley grains for roasting on
the payment of a price. The
roasted graing are sprend un-
der the shadow of a tree for
cooling and arriving at the
normal temperature. Once
fully cooled, they are ready
for consumption. The grains
can be caten in the raw form,
known as dhani, or mixed in
water to make a drink. local-
by kmown as satfo.

As o repository of the tra-
ditional Rajasthanl cuisine,
the “unit' effectively pro-
vides healthy food to the des-
ert dwellers.

[

Animals

\
SIX BIODIVERSITY-RELATED CONVENTIONS

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild

The International Treaty of Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture

Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar Convention)
World Heritage Convention (WHC)
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Countries chase elusive targets

K. Venkateshwarlu
& Y. Mallikarjun

he ongoing Eleventh

Conference of the Parties
to the Convention on Biolog-
ical Diversity (CBDY) in Hyd-
erobad i looking at the
world’s progress on saving di-
verse specles in different eco-
systems; It is hearing the
depressing message that the
tarigets ane slipping away.

Although Braulio Ferreimn
de Souza Diag, the excecutive
secretary of the CBD is opti-
mistic and positive, many of
the Alchi biodiversity targets
such ax halving — and further
reduction to near zero — of
the rate of loss of natural hab-
itats including forests remain
clusbve. Fulfilling the goals of
the Strategic Plan for Riodi-
versity 2011-2020 and its Ai-
chi targets would be “central
te our netions in this decade,”
he says.

The progress on VATIOUS
companents of blodiversity
conservation is not encourag:
ing, going by CBD reports
Take the case of sceans. They
huve absorbed wp to o third of
the total carbon dioxkde emis-
sions. Although oceans com-
prise a diversity of habitais
and some of the spectacular
seascipes theltering 32 oul of
34 phyla (higher taxonomic
ranks of species) of the plan-
ef, and deep seabed habitats
hosting between 500,000 and
10 million species, they pre-
sent a gloomy ploture when it
comes  to conservabion
Eighty per cent of the world's
fish stocks are fully exploited
or over-explaited, the report
notis,

It is no different when it
comes to mountaln ecosys-
tems. Encompassing some of
the most amazing landscapes,
a-great diversity of species
and habitat and human cul-
tures, those eoosyslems are

| important for biodiversity s
~

v
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EAGER TO LEARN: Students view an exhibit in the Seience Express-Biodiversity
Special train in Secunderabad earlier this week. The travelling expo aims

to nurture curiosity among children about the environment. = PHOTO:

MAGARA GOPAL

they host some of the world's
complex agro-cultural gene
pocls apd traditionnl man-
igement practices. [L was at
CoF 7 that a programme of
work on mountain biodiversi-
ty was adopted, but the pro-
gress appears shuggish.

The Global Biodiversity
Outinok 3 brooght out by
CHD on some af the goals set
for 2010 uniformly sars sev-
eral nspects are still “not
achieved globally.” These in-

clude conservation of biolog-
fcal diversity of scosystems,
habitats and biomes, protec
tion of species and genetic di-
VETHILY, promotion of
sustainable use and con-
sumplion and teckiing hab-
itnt loas, land use changes and
theeatz from invasive alien
species

The CBD is unhappy at the
“slow progress.” During a re-
cent interview and in his
opening remarks at the inau-

AESERREEANESAEARARERERR PRI EREIRRRARIRRIRNIESARRIREREERIRERE

OCEANS PRESENT A GLOOMY PICTURE WHEN
IT COMES T0 CONSERVATION. EIGHTY PER
CENT OF THE WORLD'S FISH STOCKS ARE
FULLY EXPLOITED OR OVER-EXPLOITED

EELRL L R e L R LT e E

gural of the COP 11 Dr. Brau-
lip said mainstreaming  of
hiodiversity continoes to ben
challenge for most countries
(Parties), “Adopling new ap-
proaches and mechanisms™
and moving towards 8 “more
pragmatic approach with less
emphasis on negotintions and
maore on experience sharing
in our pursuit of the Alchi
biodiversity targets” needs
emphasis.

CBD reports on other areas
such as forests show o mixed
outcome, Indicotors publish-
ed in ‘Aichi Targets Passport’
brought out by BIP {a global
initiative on indicator devel-
opment) shows that the loss
of forest through conversion
to other usés or nutural caus-
s declined from 16 milllon
hectnres per vear in the 19908

to 13 milion hectares per
vear in 2010

The Aichi Passport says the
rate of deforestation — main-
Iv the conversion of tropical
forest to agricultural land —
shows signs of decrease in
severnd countries but contin-
uee at a high rate in others.
Creation and natural expan-
sion of forests in some coun-
trics and  reglons  have
reduced the net loss of forest
area significantly at the global
bevel,

Slmone Lovera, executive
director, Global Forest Coali-
tion, expressed concern ot
COP 11 ower the expansion of
monoculture plantations like
eucalyptus in large aress in
Indin and other countries

."l..-: fuI' illl.l.i{l.:l!lrlnl..l:. !:II."I.I!II.I!.
as per Adchi target 18, tradi-
tional  knowledge, innowva-
tionz and practices of these
communities relevant to the
conservation and sustainable
uee of hiodiversity and their
customary use of bialogical
resources should be respect-
ed by the year 2020 within
national legislation and rele-
vant inbernational
obligations

However the reality seams
fquite different at least In
some parts of Indis, if one
goes by what indigenons com-
miunities have said at COP 11

Disruptive projects

A frmer from Madhyn
Pradesh and another from
Oirissn, both belonging to in-
digenous communities, com-
plained that they lost their
traditional furming snd lee-
lihoods due to mining and
other disruptive projects. Ac-
tivists from other organiss-
tions  highlighted  power,
mining and other projects as
threats to indigencoos people,
who are losing their cultural
identity, frecdom  and
livelihood. ]

Oct 14,2012 : The 11th Conference of Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in at Hyderabad.
The Executive Director of CBD Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias says that fulfilling the goals of the Strategic Plan
for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and its Aichi targets will be a priority.

E-magazine : U.P. State Biodiversity Board
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‘Why has the ¢

Sukumaran C.V

Over increasingly large dress
af the United States, spring
row eormes unheralded by the
return of the bhirds, and the
early mornings are strungely
silent where once they were
filfed with the beauty of bird
song .[n the economy of ma-
ture, the noturnl vegetalion
Tag its essential ploce. Hedige-
rows olomg country roads and
bordering fields provide food,
cover, and nesting sreas for
hirds and homes for many
small amimals, — Rachel
Carson,

rofessor P, J. Samjecvn

Raj's reference to "the Age
of Loneliness’ in his article
“Beware the loss of biodiver-
sity™ (The Hindu, Open Page,
September 223) remuinded me
of Hachel Corson's Silent
Spring especinlly the 8th
chapter — “And No Birds
Sing.' The U5, the most "ad-
vanced” nation, felt this lone-
liness even before 1962 by
annihilating biodiversity. Si-
lent Spring was first publish-
ed in 1962 and it tells what an
eerie loneliness the ‘devel-
oped' man has brought on
himself with his anthropo-
centric pruning of the Emi-
ronment.

Carson quotes from the let-
ter an Alabama woman sent
te an - ornithologist: “Our
place has been averitable bird
sanctuary for over half a cen-
tory. Last July we all re-
marked, “There are more
birds than ever’ Then sud-
denly, in the second week of
August, they nll disappeared.
I was accustomed to rising
early to care for my favourite
mare that had a yvoung filly,
There was not a sound of the
song of & bird. It was ceris,
terrifying. What was man do-
Ing to our perfect and beauti-
ful workd?”

In my village in Kerala,
where there were acree of
paddy fields and dry lands fil-
led with indigenous trees and
thickets, there were plenty of

_es

ountryside

g A Sl w e s

fallen silent?

b

o Rt I

A e I T - PR

AN EXCEPTION, NOT A RULE: Nowadays in Kerala, no owl fs heard, no water hen or lapwing or spotted

dove is seen or heard. Everything iz gone, the quails, the snakes, the foxes, the bulfbuls, the irees, the
thickets, the Mack palm trees, paddy and paddy fields. = PHOTO: KK, MUSTAFAH

water  hens  (kulokkozhi),
lapwings  (thithirippakshi),
spotted doves (pullipravu or
aripravi) quails (kada) and
different kinds of bulbuls
The water hens and lapwings
are wetland birds and paddy
fields are essential for thelr
survival. As paddy cultivation
is gone forever, the sounds of
water hens and lepwings are
heard no more.

The habitat of qualls, spot-
ted doves and bulbuls was the
spacious dry lnnd fifled with
trees and thickets, The sound
of the spotted dove has been
ubspquitous in the village, Bul-
buls were seen picking the lit-
the frufts from asmong the
cregpers and shrubs in the
thickets underneath the trees
and quakls were seen crossing
the villnge ronds from onc
bushy compound to the oth-
er. I used to wonder how the

water hens, lapwings and
quails, which nest on the
ground, protect thelreggs anid
chicks from predators like the
snake, mongoose and fox. The
howding of foxes and hooting
of owls were always heard ot
might. The eggs and chicks
survived in spite of the preda-
tors, but neither the birds nor
the predators could survive
man's unnatural tampering
with thelr habitat.

Today, no howling of the
fox is heard. No owl is heard,
no water hen or lnpwing or
spotted dove is seen or heard
Everything s gone, the quails,
the snakes, the foxes, the bul-
buis, the trees, the thickets,
the black palm trees, paddy
and paddy fields.

Kiinjiram, Podikanni,
."I.i'r.rnrjrpp.umkmr\ Plachi, Ma-
ruthy, Nimval, Manjappastit-
ta, Kasunave — these are the

v

names of Indigenous trees
which were [n abundance in
our surroundings till some
years ago, but none is seen
now becanse we found that
there was no “otility” in these
trocs

The jungle babblers nested
on these trees and even if
thejr habitat is lost, fortu-
nately they are still seen. OF
the many birds | used to
watch and hear everyday in
my childhood, the babblers
are thie only ones {of course,
the crows are there) which |
regularly see now. And there
are sunbirds, somes bulbuls,
magpie-robin, myna, king-
fishers and coucals (Chem-
bath), It means that the birds
which feed on paddy or corns
and the birds which depencd
on big trees for nesting are
hard hit by our development.

As Carson says in the con-

cluding paragraph of Silent
Spring. “the ‘control of na-
ture’ is a phrase conceived in
arrogance, born of the Nean-
derthul age: of biology and
philogophy, when it was sup-
posed that nature exists for
the convenience of man,®
If we fail to understand at
ipast ot this belated stage
what Carson said in 1962, and
protect our biodiversity, what
will await us the Homo sapl-
ensisthe fateof the dinossurs
— n complete wipeout. | have
read somewhere that the di-
noEaurs were wiped out only
when their existence under-
mined the equilibrium of the
environment. | am not sure
whether the surmise is cor-
réct of not, bl man has iin-
dermined the equilibrium of
Mother Earth s a doubtless
fact.
(Msevsukuimgmail.com)

Oct 14, 2012 : C.V. Sukumaran says that in Kerala today no owl is heard no water hen or lapwing or spotted
dove is easily seen or heard. He goes on to say that birds that depend on big trees for nesting are hard hit by
development. It reminds one of Rachel Carsons "Silent Spring" especially the 8th Chapter-'And No birds sing.'

E-magazine : U.P. State Biodiversity Board
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Biodiversity
ush wit

PM

ets

3250cr pledge

HYDERABAD MEET Manmohan urges global powers to join
hands for preventing ecological crisis, securing happy future

Chatan Chauhan

& St #eniurtantama com

HYDERABAR: To puch the devel-
oped workd into putting mare
funds for iodiversity conserva-
tan, Prime Minister Munmotian
Singh on Tuesday committed
850 million (Y250 crore) to
Institutional mecha-
mhﬂw:ﬁm«yhhnﬁamd
odm'limelupumnwun&
“l'am to lnunch the
Hyderabad ~ Pledge and
prnounce that our government

| has decided to earmark a sum

of $50 million during India's
icheney ol the Conference of
ries (o the Convention on
Riologicsl Diversity..,” he =aid,
il rayguarsting the hijh-level
segment ot a United Nations
conferenoe on Biodiversity
—Asking the global eomumunl-
1y o work l.q[i'l'}w Lo pravent
ecological ¥ catastrophe”, he
said, indin-was willing to join
s with all eountries w niach
y cormpromEse” thad will
secure o future which provides
ecological and economic space
for sustalnable growth.

On the domestic front, the
PM promized more inclusive
eanservation and protection of
livelihoods of fisherfolk on the
linis of Forest Rw,luﬂmwluin
ummwutﬂiﬂnerglms
ol comumunities and other for-
et dwrellers, Healso pointed out
Tsow huving a digital database
of the traditional knowhedpe has
.I:;Erd in checking bio-pirncy

how India was sharing the
bonefits with locals under the
Nationa] Blodiversity Act.

Though they weleomed the
Hyderabad pledge, nctivists
termed Singh's spoech as being
fiar firaim the truth, "Listenis l-n

r

dologates in Hyderabad on Ti

* A UN report an Toesday
sald half of the world's wet-
fands - mastly in Asia- have
wanishad in the kast 100
years because of increased
hiuiman pressure

= World Agroforestry Centre
report sald there was risk to
global food security
because of unsustainable
use of natural nesources

= Reduced flow of freshwa-
ter Into seas In India will
enhance coastal éroskin,
which s affecting 25 % of
Indla's coast, said a state-

mient by indian Civil Society

mmmmmmmlhmn
esday.

T PHOTO

| omerwanucirs il APk |

i work oeher
ecological

country i in the right hands.
Mothing =an be farther from the
truth,” said Ashish Kothari,
founder of NGO Kalpvariksh,
nocysing the government of dis-
placing people for economic
devilopment and failing to imple
mient the Forest Rights Act.
He urged countries to make
concerted effort to save biodi-
versity a8 India had dorse by rut-
ifying the Nngoya Protocol on

convenition were not fully met.
*This situstion needs to cha-
nge,” he sald, adding that the
critical issue really was to mo-
bilise the resourees,
Bur lhe talks on resource
are stuck because
countries such as Canada and
Mezxico refuse to budge from
Uheir positions. Canadn doss not
ittt bo ot any money tll
“renlistic” assessment of biodi-
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%e—-Atlas of marine

-~

bird areas launched

i K. Venkateshwarlu

| HYDERABAD: An e-Atlas of Ma-
| rine-Important Bird Areas,
was launched by the BirdLife
International at the ongoing
11th Conference of the Parties
(COP11) to the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD)
here on Tuesday. z

The inventory, covering
3000 Important Bird Areas
(IBAs) worldwide, was de-
scribed as a major contribu-

ion to marine conservation
and a vital resource for meet-
ing the CBD target of protect-
ing 10% of marine and coastal
areas by 2020,

It will also be crucial to the
process of describing Ecolog-
ically or Biologically Signifi-
cant marine Areas (EBSAs)
and will have significant in-
put into the siting of offshore
energy infrastructure, ac-
cording to a note circulated at

| the COP11.
" The e-Atlas will be avail-

e

able exclusively online. Like
Google Map, it will be dy-
namically updated as new
sites are identified and new
data about them become
available. It will be linked to
other BirdLife data
resources.

- Seabirds are now the most
threatened group of birds.
They present unique conser-
vation problems, since many
species travel thousands of
kilometres across interna-
tional waters and multiple
exclusive economic zones,
and only returning to land to
breed.

“Given the vast distances
they cover, the long periods
they spend at sea and the
miltiple threats they face
there, identifying a network
of priority sites for their con-
servation is vital to ensure
their future survival” said
Ben Lascelles, BirdLife's
Global Marine IBA
Coordinator.

N L s

Oct 17, 2012 : CBD has a target of protecting 10% of
marine and coastal areas by 2020. “An e-Atlas of

marine-Important Bird Areas” has been launched at

This assirtions regurding
nmmmunmmmﬂ
[ivelihoods, one would think the

Access and Benefit Sharing and
pointed out that the 2010 Alchi
biodiversity targets under the

v

Oct 17,2012 : The PM Manmohan Singh announced a
sum of $50 million (Rs. 250cr) during India’s
presidency at COP. He said that the real critical issue
was to mobilize resources to save biodiversity. He
promised inclusive protection of livelihoods of fisher
folk on the lines of FRA for forest dwellers.

vorsity oss is done, while Meoo
WakILS somie befiore

COP-11. This e-Atlas will be available exclusively
nny mssessment study s done,

online. The current inventory has 3000 Important
Bird Areas (IBA's) worldwide.

20
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‘Drain it, lose it,” says new wetlands economics report

G Ananthakrishnan

HYDERABAD: A major repert
that will help countries under-
sland the sconomic value of
inland wetlands, which cover
o vist area of the earth's lamd
surface and provide key eco-
wystem sefvices, wi released
at the conferenee of the Con-
vention on Riolagical Diversi-
ty here on Tuesdsy. The
méseage ofthe meport i& dm-
ply, ‘drain it lose it

Intand wotlands cover at
least 9.5 million sq km of the
carth's surface, and together
with coastal wetlands, 128
milllon sq km. Hestoration of
this particular type of ccon-
tem b the most cxpensive.
Thess water hodies provide
clean water for drinking and
agriculture, cooling vwater for
the energy sector; they also
regulate Boods. Agriculture,
fisheries and tourism sectors
«depend haavily on the health

of wetlanda:

“In 104 wears, we have man-
aged to destroy about 50 per
cent of the workd's wetlands,
which is o stunning Sgere”
said Achim Steiner, Executive
Director of the United MNa-
tlons  Envirooment  Pro-
grammi, af the release of the
firul consultation draft of the
report tithed *The Economics

in place management plans
for the protécted sites. Fro-
gressin this regard s "partial,”
acoording to Ritesh Kumar,
cunservatinn programme
manager of internationsl
MO0 Wetlands International
= Geuth Aslae,

According to him, the con-
servation approoch in Indias

of Ecomystems and Biodiversi- —

ty for Water and Wetlands”
(TEER for wetlands), The por-
ception that wetlands sre not
ensential to the functioning of
socleties und economies, con-
tributes to thelr destruction.
The TEEB . report hus hesn
commissioned by the Ramsar
Comvention. India, o signatory
1o the Convention, has 25 wet-
lands listed under the cov-
et (ouch a8 Chillka) and
sbaut 150 |dentified wetlands
of pational importance. The
country is being persusded by
international monitors to put

has to move from & ‘puritan-
lcal® ome, (o one that emphs-
shies economic valuwe and ils
wital ink to homion survdval,
Profeasor. Nick Davidson,
Deputy Secretary Gonoral of
the Ramsar Convention, sald
the final TEEE report was
scheduled to be releassd on
February 2, 20013, coinciding

with Wetlands Day. Flood
plains are being built over in
many places, resuiting in loss-
ou o people whin there s nat-
ural movement of ralnwater
ncross these sites

India's :}uurnﬂr s todefine
wetlands on'sound lines, and
apply the rules it isued in
010 for conkenmtion and

management of these water
bodies. Buibfing sctivity in
fast-expanding cities is drain-
Inyp wetInrids, and many sre al-
s0 heing filled with garbage.
There is almost Bo conserym-
thon pesponse from local and
State governments, st stiivist
sabd ot Uhe relesse of the re-

port. /

Oct 17, 2012 : At the CBD, COP-11 the draft report titled, "The
Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity for Water and
Wetlands” (TEEB for Wetlands) was released. India a signatory to
the Ramsar Convention has 25 wetlands listed and another 150
identified wetlands of National importance. India's challenge is
to apply the rules signed in 2010 for conservation and
management of these water bodies.

HINDUSTAN TIMES, LUCKNOW
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2012

Kanchi Kohli and Shalini Bhutani

' fl he 1th Conforence of Parties (CoF)
of the Convention on Biologicn
Diversity (CBLY) recently concluded

in Hyderahed

, But what does this mega- -

ovent and decislons taken thers moan for
the conservation of hinkogical diversity

i countey 1k ours? When the CBD
first came into force 20 years ago, it wis

| toddedress two eritical issues tht arose
ot of thi human-biodiversity intemclion.

First, to check large-scale degradation

of ecologicn] kabitats with positive steps
for conservation. Second, to arrest "hiopi-
racy’ by the pharmaceutical and seed

Wi are now two decades down with
thi CBD and India also has the Biological
Diversity Act, 2002, in force for the last
10 years. So far, neither has mannged to
address the two core problems that the
comention st out to address 1T it had,
the first three goals of the Alchi tarpots
that the CBD set for member countris
in 2010 would not be directed towards
nddressing root couses of biodiversity
losa, direct on higdi-
Hﬂmmmdm
versity by sofigraarding ecosystoms, sp-
cles and genetic diversity, Even as some

v

Get communities involved

Hnm,rfrmn bio-trade and rich nations cannot save India’s rich biodiversity

« There Is na clarity in mﬂfhlrm
will resabve the conflicts around resources

colebirate the finuscial impetus that the
current CoP* has given to these targets, it
stands hmﬁmmlmﬂxﬂmmhﬂﬂ
Is being diverted for industrizl and infra-
structure purposes. There does not seem
tuh:wclnﬂxylnmmurhwmnry
will resobve the conflicts arcund land
and resoturoe wse in the country today.
Will wee hove biodiversity conservation
echemes implemented In the same aresy

which continue {o be demareated for
miining, pw.'rr;[mm.miumﬂr infrastruc-
Lure 114

The CBD s answer (o biopiracy i lay-
ing devwm & robust syste for Acoess and
Benefis Sharing (ABS), which is whot the
Napoyva Protocol is about. [t believed
that if necessors of genetic moterial and
knowiedge follow duse procedurs of o,
they would be sble to get Into suitable
contractual sgreements with those
wha owm Lhe material and or knowledge.
This strong convicthon continues Lo be

petrated when there is no model of

that the material will be nsed beyord
resgarch. Tn most cases of the 108

ARS sgreements that the National
Blodiversity Authority (NBA) has signed
to date with varioaus institutions and
individuals, a defined puymint was made
to the atsthority with a contractun] assur-

ance thal in case the genetic material s
sought to he commercinlized, benefits
will b “sdhored’ Back as mutuatly agreed,
Thisrefore, what might hove been termed
biopiracy in the past now gels legalised

8 | that relies on sys-
Emmmwmm-mmn
genetic material and its use.

Thi fesue of designoting who are the
ownirs of biodiversity hos remained
unresohved for more than the kst two
decndes. To whom will the ABS regime
abtribute ownership for the brinjal germ-
llsn.wlrlﬂhwn.qua-da.spm“tul'thl‘ﬂl

| experiment? This is a crucial case

of biopiracy whirs this NEA is contem-
plating action agninst the seed company,
Tha CBI, its decisions and protocols
e ¢ headed in o direction which
helieves that maoney from bio-trade and
developed country grants can bring in
resources for conservation of seosys-
toms, and contrits with industry will
make the process of access mone ethienl.
It surely can't bay any for the
Joeal custodians of bi rsity and con-
servation futures.

Kanchi Kohii and Shalini Bhutani are part

Fammunity Control over Biodiversity
mmmwm%mm

Oct 31, 2012 : CBD first came into for 20 years ago. The very first two critical issues to be addressed were:
(1) To check large scale degradation of ecological habitats; (2) To arrest "bio-piracy."” It was felt that by laying
down a robust system for Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) (Nagoya Protocol) the assessors of genetic
material and knowledge would get into suitable agreements with those who own the material or

knowledge.
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/Hunters make migration deadly.
for freshwater fishes in Kerala

T. Nandakumar

THIRUVAMANTHAPURAM: Uncon-
trolled fishing for food and
sport has been identified as a
major threat for the majority
of freshwater fish species in
Keraln, along their migratory
route from rivers to inland
canals and wetlands for
spawning.

A wvariety of snakes, am-
phibians and hirds are also
slaughtered by hunters who
g0 on a killing spree doring
the monsoon migratory sea-
son for fishes known as ootha
in local parlance, The mass
mortality adds to the threat
posed to biodiversity by rec-
lamation of paddy fields, river
sand mining and pesticide
contamination, accordingtoa
study conducted by the Ker-
ala State Bindiversity Bosird
(KSBE).

The study warns that in-
tensive fishing during migra-
tion would lead to depletion
of fish stocks and threaten the
survival of species. Fishing
during the spawn disrupts the
breeding cycle, resulting Ina
dramatic deeline in stocks.

.']\'hc report says that spawn-

v

ing fish was regarded a5 easy
target, attracting more people
to the hunt. MNon-resident
Malayalis often timed their
vacation with the ootha sea-
son to indulge i fishing for
gport.

Very few fish could over-
come the array of traditional
and modern fishing equip-
ment deploved on the migra-
tory route from rivers
through streams and canals
to the breeding and spawning
grounds in upland paddy
fields. In some areas, fisher-
men used knives and chop-
pers to kill the fish in large
numbers.

A sizeable number of
snakes, frogs, turtles and
storks were-also killed during
the potha season. Paddy fields
were littered with mutilated
bodies of snakes and eels after
a fishing session.

ESBR chalrman Qummen
V. ODommen said the board
would submit the report to
the government with recom-
mendations to impose a ban
on fishing during the spawn-
ing season and take steps to
protect the migratory routes
and habitat of freshwater

fishes.

The study which covered
inland migration of freshwa-
ter fishes in Kottayam, Patha-
numthitta, Thrissur,
Wayvanad and Kannur dis-
tricts found that fishermen
used electrocution, baskets,
nets, rod and line and barriers
to trap or kill fish. In the shal-
low paddy fields. the fishes
were especially vulnerible
and easy prey at night for the
fishermen hunting by tor-
chlight

The survey listed 20 fish
species that are commonly
hunted in Thrissur district,
30 in Waynnad, 16 in Kannur,
nine in Pathanamthitta and
15 in Kottayam during the
ootha season. The inedible
species  were killed and
thrown away. A few fizsh mar-
kets in Thrissur had stalls
selling fish eggs.

The report said spawning
fish commanded o higher
prive because the enhanced
fat content was belioved to
make them tastier. Species
like Wallago attu (vals),
Channa  marulius  {cheran),
Channa strista (varaall and
Harvbagriis brachysoma

Freshwater fish caught from spawning grounds in

Kerala

(manhakoor) command the
highest price, selling at Rs

. 250 to 300 per kg.

KSBE member secretary
K.P. Laladhas said the situn-
tion warranted an extensive
uwareness campaign to sensi-
tize prople to the biodiversity
loss caused by unsustainable
fishing during the spawning
scason. He also highlighted
the need 'for more detailed
studies on the fzsue,

Most  fishermen

inter- |

viewed during the survey re- |

ported declining catch. They
attributed it to wetland recla-
mation and pesticide residue
in paddy fields.

The report warned that de-
structive fishing practices
like electrocution had made
ootha fishing unzustainable,

resulting in a stark decline in

the population of several
species,

Nov 4, 2012 : A study by the Kerala State Biodiversity Board has found that a variety of snakes, amphibians and
birds are being slaughtered by hunters who go on akilling spree during the monsoon migratory season for fisher
("OOtha"). The survey listed 20 fish species that are commonly hunted in Thrissur district, 30 in Wayanad, 16 in
Kannur, 9 in Pathanamthitta and 15 in Kottayam. The situation warrants an sensitize people to biodiversity loss
caused by unsustainable fishing in the spawning season.
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Santosh Patnaik

MALKANGIRT (ODISHAR: A wild
bear ‘couple’ have taken to
freqienting a Bhairav tem-
ple on the outskirts of this
town attracting visitors from
neighbouring Chhattisgarh
and Andhra Pradesh.

Named Ramu and Jambu
by the locals, the wild bears
visit the temple compound
after sunset and wait for pas-
sershy to feed them bananas,
biscuits and coconuts. The
pujarisof the temple, located
about 5 km from here, keep
the grill gates closed for safe-

“1am here for the past five
| years. Ramu started visiting
| our temple three years ago.
| Since he was quite friendly,
passershy considered him an
envoy sent by God and wor-
shippéd him and fed him. A
year later, he found his mate,
Jambu. For the past few
days, either of the two or
both make an appearance at
the temple regularly,” said
Lakshman Pradhan, the
head priest, told The Hindu,

Sloth bears are spotted in
large numbers in the Mal-
kangiri © forest division,
known for its rich flora and
fauna.

Spread over 3,364 hec:
tares, the dense forest areais
also home to leopards, spot-
ted and barking deer, wolves
and wild pigs.

“We have thousands of
wild bears in the district,

| ple and damage erops. 1 re-

which very often attack peo-

cently wrote to the State
Wildlife Warden to send a
teamn from Nandankanan
zoo near. Bhubaneswar and
tranguillise Ramu and Jam-
bu and release them into the

/’ .
Wild bear ‘couple’ frequent Odisha temple

interior reserve forest,” said °

Divisional Forest Officer T,
Ashok Kumar,

Attracted by food

The Forest Department
believes that the two wild
bears have become lazy and

frequent the temple area :

from the nearby hillock only
to get food.

They fear that speeding
vehicles may hit them. Un-
der the Wildlife Act, feeding
and teasing wild bears are
prohibited. ;

“While going to Jeypore 1
noticed a bear near the tem-
ple immediately after my
posting here. Anticipating a
risk to the life of the endan-
gered species, 1 immediately
erected a-board in front of
the temple cautioning the

One of the wild bears at the Bhairav temple on the
outskirts of Malkangiri town.

public,” Mr, Ashok Kumar'

said,

This year alone, 11 attacks
by wild hoars have been re-
ported in various parts of the
district.

A tribal named Arjun Ke-
murudu, 29, an agriculture
worker from Old Chitapalle
near Balimela, was killed.
The Forest Department has
got the sanction to pay Ke-
murudu’s dependents — wife
and three children — a com-
penmtiﬁ of Rs. 2 under
the dlife’” P on
Amended Rule, 2002.

; 4 Nov 9, 2012 : A wild sloth bear, couple, Ramu
and Jambu have taken to frequenting a Bhairav
temple on the outskirts of Malkangiri district in
Odisha. Malkangiri forest division is known for
its rich flora and fauna. In the year 2012, about
11 attacks by wild boars have been reported
fromvarious parts of the district.
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M.J. PRABU

r.  Muhamimesd

Buathani, from

Kndu'vﬂlj.' L]

Koxhikode dis-
trict af Kernla, does ot clabm
o bo an experienced farmer,
bt o casinl chat with himcan
mike ope realise that the
mnn's knowledie in the suh-
Ject lsquite deep rooted.

His interest, partdeularty In
turmerie, ls sarprising when
be ssserin: “Among all crops
turmierie {5 the beadt aflected
by pests and Infestations”
No clue

O returnbochis home town
after leaving o privale scctor
Joby im Mew Delhi, Mr, Bustha-
i vims planning Lo venbare 1n-
o bumness

But e was tolally cluelons
on where to start. Flis friends
fonted many ideas, but he
wnd all the mose confused.

It was & megting with an
expert ot the Indian Tristihate
of Sploes  Reseanch, Kozhi-
kode, and mn old soquaint-
ance, which helped him (o
realize thal agricultione was
his next cafling

I February 2011, he, along
with hin e friends, sttended
a three-day seminar and tech-
fokygy showeaging conduct-
od al the Institule under the
argls of National Agricultural
Innovation Project (NAIF) of
ICARL

That was & furning point in
Uit life of Mr. Busthani and
Fris Friemads

SAdter  attending  verious
wesgiims in the seminar and
hearing the succeds storles of
farmer participants, we de-
cided b grow termerie” he
recalis

Lnitially, they booked one
tomne of sesds nl'.P‘mﬂ'sIHu
turmeric variety from a farm-
ar delegite in the seminar

\Tlu- friends formed o trust
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" FARMER'S NOTEBOOK
A former white collar employee

harvests success from turmeric

About 17 tonnes of fresh turmeric was harvested from an

TURMING POINT: Rusthani in his turmeric ffeld in
Kozhikode. - PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

and fnok qne scre land on
lease  mt  Sultmn - Bathery,
Woynnad, and thus Huocca
Forms was borm.

Frrm that one svre plot the
team harvested aroond 17
tonnes of fresh furmeric in
Junuary 2011

W diried about 100 lng of
Prathibhs turmeiric and o
dered it for domentic use. Al
ter that, the home made
dishes were afl In & different
tmsite. When my wifc polnted
wist the superiocity of turmer-
le powder, 1 thought of calth
valng it on comunercis)
wcale,” he recalls,

Exploring options

He took the appreciation
seriously ond explored the
opinions of the neighbouring
herusewives — o sort of survey
study

All the nelghbours who
used Prathibha (urmeric for
coiking endorsed the ‘magic’
of  Prathibha turmeric
powder,

Thizs wear, the (riends
lezsed ot around 18 acres of
lansl &t Pa.'l']‘l:ya.qpsh noar
Vellnmunda in Wayansd dis-
trict of Kerals and the entire
area was planted with the m-
esnimiiig Parthiba seeds.

Today, Bucea Farms may
be the largest farm growing a
£ingle 'I.':I.Hl'.‘" of tirmerc in

E-magazine : U.P. State Biodiversity Board

Keraln The (srmers adopt the
production packages rocom-
manded by [T5H.

The operitions |ncluding
the fertilizer applications are
targeted 1o get a yiekd of 320
tonnes. [I5H sclentisis’ team
has developed specific lenil-
lzer recommendations to ab-
tain a fixed yield From & unit
areaof land, known as ‘targel -
wid yachd'.

As thie crogs ks showd ng good
health and uniform growth,
the farmers are éexpecting &
vield somewhere near the tar-
geted lovels.

Tonnes per hisctare

“Maturing In 225 daws un-
der ruinfed conditions, Prath-
ibha gives &h average yield of
3912 tonnes per hectare. Rel-
atively higher levels of curcu-
min (6.25per cent), olenresin
(6. 2per cent) and essential
ol (6.2 per cent) make this
variely a hot chobee for indus-
trial, medicinal; snd culinary
puTRORE:a,

“The varicty is proven to
give & to 7 per cent of curcu-
min under Kerala condi-
tions,” say's [, B Sastkumar,
Primeipal Sclentist of the in-
stitute whio developed it mane
than 10 years back

“The Prathibha wvariety,
which was released |n- the
year 1004, has proved fo be

W

acre

mone adaptable to differont
states of Tndin like Kerala,
Karnataks, Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Punjab etc, mw-
ing to its better phenotypic
lasticity and other frvourat

le comditions,” says Dr. M
Anandaraj, Director, Indinh
Institute of Spices Feseanch.

With his two years of expe-
rence of hirmerc cultiva-
tion, Mr. Husthand is now
awary of the problims of
[arming in the tate ~ labaur
shortage and high lshomr
coaty

Remedy

And bic has a remedy too for
this makady — frm mechomi-
mation. In facl, one of the me-
Jor labour requiremants for
tarmeric [n the stale s for
bed-making  for  planting.
With the help of local skilled
workers, he converted o trac-
tor mounted disc plough nto
& eed maker.

“Thotgh the topography of
the area was undulating: we
could make aniform beds for
planting turmeric in the en-
tim 18 scres land using the
bed-maker. 1i helped @s to
save about 300 labowrers’
work,” he adda.

Thie farmer is also contem-
plating going in for availsble
modern technigues in ather
farm operations so an to bring
down the coat af production

“We are working on a trac-
tor moantahle deviee to har-
vest the crop n the coming
M:n.uld'l.,'lml:!dl

He vas also one of the
furmmers dentified for sclin-
tific cultivation of ginger (vo-
radad under the inktituies'
NAIP project on multi-enter-
prise farming models to od-
dress the agrarian crisis af
Waynnad, Kerala in 2011

For more details  contuct
Mr. Muhamed Busthani
Thotathil House, Eléttil PO,
Koduvally, Kozhikode, Mol

OG0 104G, )

Nov 22, 2012 Mr.
Mohammad Busthani from
Kozikode district of Kerala
formed Bucca farms in
Wayanad with four of his
friends. In the first year they
grew turmeric on one acre
and harvested 17 tonnes. In
the second year they leased
out 18 acre of land and got
39.12 tonnes per hectare.
They grow the Prathibha
variety released in 1996 and
are happy with their
success.
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' Ecotourism, last nail in the coffin of biodiversity '

Dir. 8, Sandilyan

In recent years severnl State
governments - have raised
the curtains for ecotourism in
natural reserves, Obwviously,
ecotourism gives a chanee to
peaple to see plants and ani-
mals it their natural habitats
and is a source of income Lo
the Jocals, On top of that, it
improves the State’s economy;,
Bust it also has its deleterions
impact.

No State government has
uny strict rule adopled inside
the declarod ecotourism con-
tres, There is no ban on use'of
plastic articles such as carry-
bigs, water bottles and dispos-
able cups in several ecological-
Iy und blologleally sensitive
zones of Indin. It is casy bo find
the baneful plastic Inside
mangroves, tiger reserves and
zoes Alsn, the attitude of vis-
itors inside recroational arcis
i nol encouraging, Visitany of
the Indian zoos and. fnvars.
bly, you will find that people of
all ages and both sexes tease
the animals by shouting loudly
and throwing stones, twigs
and papers of them, Thess
houtile nnd sl attitudes an-
nuy. the animals and couse
them mental trauma. Espe-
cinlly, primates and crocodiles

1 lot and sometimes
they lose their life. It is a com-
mon scene fn the. Chenmai

A

Crocodile Park that during
hasking the reptiles apen their
mouths wide, into which our
so-called  tourists  simply
throw stones and pebbles. If
swaklowed, this would cause
loss oflife. Though these parks
and ¥ood ard continuously
monitored by  employees,
dumage is caused. Imagine the
fate of the wild antmals in the
natural reserves when they
are opened to ecotourism,
The usé of plastic cups, bags
and bottles causes' havoe in
the notural system. Paper
cups  abindoned tn  and
round biosphere reserves
might couse large-scale mor-
tality of worker bees. A recent
study by Mr. Chandrasekaran
of Madural Kamaraj Universi-
ty hus shown that the sugary
residue in the discarded eups
attracts honeybees on o large
soale,  Workerbees  swarm
them and thede cups act as
‘death traps’, The residue of
beverages  (coffes/tea/milk/
juice) wets their wings and
they mre-unable to fhy. This re-
sults in large-scale mortality
and the population of honay-
bees declines drostically,
Dammar bees or stingless
bees, Melipona Irridipennis
(Meliporidag), one of the im-
portant pollinators, alsg get
attracted o the disposable
ciips, Within 10 minutes of my
observation, I found nearly 48

Western Ghats, the aphid hees
alone contribute to the polll-
nation of 18 per cent of 86 spe-

| clesof trees, and 22 percont of

)

The residue in discarded
paper clips dampens
worker bees' wings, thus
erippling them,

dead bees in a single cup and
more than 800 bees in a singls
dusthin placed before 4 teash-
op In our area. IF the trend
comtinues for u few more days
or weeks, all warker bees in o
eolony will die

A specinl mention has to be
made that these kinds of tiny
inscets play a key role in all
forest and agro ecosystems,
ind they are the major group
which is interlaced with sever-
&l ecological functions,

It is reported that globally
70 per cent of crop planis and
98 per cent of trees in tropleal
min forests are pollinated by
tny Insects Jlke bees, Tn Lhe

shrubs. So the decline in the
population of bees will cause
vicious circle at the tropic ley-
el of an ecosystem, And, final-
Iy, the ‘entire system will
erumble Tike & house of eards.

Carrybogs and plastic water
baottles discarded in wetlands
canse considernble damage to
the mstem, to the unigue
mangrove ecosystem and ils
fragile diversity. Carry-bags
clog the serial roots, resulting
in poor alf cireufation and
sometimes leading to the
death of young mangrove
plants, Likewiss, some of the
sedentary molluscan ‘specics
will Jose their life if they are
covered by earry bags. Carry
bags which settle on mudflate
affect the benthic community
Finally, the mudflats, which
serve aa i food basket for fish,
prawn and the globally declin-
ing waterhirds, will be demol-
ishied,

Also, these bags, perched on
the mangrove tree branches,
produce a peculiar sound dur-
ing wind flow, annoying and
driving away the foraging
waterbirds.

Motorboats used by tourdsts
produce a high decibel sound,
wihich echoes throughout the
mangroves, This nofse dis-

turbs all foraging, roosting
nesting and resting water-
birds. This kind of continmons
disturbance thay even force
the birds to leave the habitat
permanently nnd, sometimes,
shandon theie clutch nnd
birood toa,

It Is reported that tourist
activity such ss sunhathing
and collection of plants and
animals for studies also cause
damage to the system. Even
lelsure walks on shores and
other wetlands canse stress to
the tiny benthic animals. The
walking events trample the
benthic animals and modify
the bio-gea nature of the sl
i,

S0, a careful nssessment has
to be made before an area it
declared an’ecotourism spot;
even after the declaration
continuons  monltordng s
needed to arsess the fmpact of
tourism on the ccosystem and
its diversity. Biodiversity s
the untapped capital of a
eountry. So it is better to shun
the idea.of opening hot diver-
sity spots for public access in
the name of ecotourism,

(The writer is Assistant
Professor. PG and Research
Department of Wildlife Bio-
oy, AV.C College, Mannam-
pandal,  Mayiladutharmi
Tamil N, Email:
standilyan@gmail com)

Nov 25, 2012 : Use of plastic clips, bags bottles, paper cups abandoned in an around protected areas damage
the ecosystem. A large number of worker bees swarm on the sugary residue in discargled cups-that cause large
scale mortality. So do other tiny insects like stingless bees? These small insects are important pollinators. So
effective monitoring of an ecosystem is needed to assess the impact of tourism.
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The green man of Gaya

Sadtla Reata

Sikander Higes Inom bl one=
rispen Bt in Gag, does odd
Jotsi e e 1ama ke ctrician
or an exirs haeed ot o shuy t0
eam & living Put his heart,
no] and mind Bn in the lofty
pabsabon o spresd grecnory in
this town, mear Badh Gays,
where Baddha sttainsd oo

ten thosund trees stard tall
bn Braheyonl HE sod other
pleces
Theke b e rewnlt ol sia tige-
liesa miTnets aince he began his
mimalom w BHET, 50 years s
Il b w0 devoied o the canss
ithe  nobwithatanding  the
head, Bhe cold or ibe rakn, 51
kander without Sl cvcles his
way 8 The hulls wvery mom-
| lingf o] starts wither planting
neaw asaplengs or fending 1o
| the fresh omes amd wakering
| 't ioked s mew plants
*| have theee children ul
| Maemue,™ b says aid “Uhow-
| amils om e GGays hille 1o
e foe. miriu e and protect”™
Me gets 1eally. bort when
| nam of sesnplings e of ene
| uprested by mlecreands Or
ehcroackeres, “apd this Bap
penapuastantly”, he lamy s
Yo dish it ol be gin? Sikan-
der pecalls thol e 5 child
whenever by came fo this
e for @ pienic with his fsmily

Sikander cycles to Brahmyoni hill every = » psiime becams an
morning to tend to the thousands of

dly

THE MW BEMIND THE FORESTS: Sikonder,

FHOTO RAMAT HANJIAN,

o idbser hawps, het Boiiad el
e placy was basrem with nu

B i he dechdel o bl
the hilloch precn What be

o, aned mow Fae lfe-
lomil paissbon. Win Eamnily haa
ealiered  poonmusicaliy, be-
o e rofuses 10 be bogeed
dhewr willadi by B (el Dinsas pols
or spoepd employment ol
ki Ry heall conidsd Rake hiifi
sy frerm lba smilaaiinn

s grorerm pilands
and trees &f humdreds of ve
riethes - medicinal, fruits
frees and irves thal provide
whaide. There aro guava, man-
iy pomegrunafe, tasmaringd
cmhew nut, lemop, amic
ibernfiem,  mabaks  neeo
trees el mmny  other
valiaties

*1 horve plambed treea to ab
it binda,” e o, best b=
grets  that childeen pluck
et whille Uhey aiv wiill Fu

He slso creates parks to
beamtaly the ety whete he
Miaki theds b & sops. Peo-
phe ssk him whether it s for
an lmakitude, or an sahrans or
& wpet, Sikander bos dons ks
hif & harvest mabn waler i
dusg seweral pils aroand Brah-
ity hills

Shkanders latest Fud i
naming treew afler freedom
fghiery =nd other famous
personalities. Thete are Irees
aenesd alber Makatens G-
hi. Pasdit Nehmu, Sshhas
Chandra  Doss,  Khinliram
Pose, Bhagat Singh, Chander
Sheltiar  Assd  Maharans
Prutup, Lals Lajpat Hal, Shiv-

———
——
TE e

.-1.-'

s

\ SPREADING THE GREEM: Preserving drevs and the eivironmenl foe the coming generation,

A

anif others. Slkander sy
1 b b fryimeg 4o find he
narmes ol Gther  Erosdom
fighters s that B can neme
more trecs aftor them. Ha b
making & special corner for
plants named after Kargll
martits

Though (Gayu's greesnsman
Hias earoed o lob of apprnecks-
tiesn From many quasters s
hay many silmiren, e has
el receneed any hely Prom
ik whaln govermttenl -
wpeetive of which party has
bean. i powyr. Has biggest
concern iodoy is to protect
the grivd ereas Thatl he i
created, sy from  en-
tromchefs aned emire Ut
the aaglings hi plants with s
mmch of hasd work are ot
ugruobid oF il ar want of
care. Me han applied for -
sisiancn any times b the
sl authesitles and eves
petitionesd the carrent chief
malndaber, bud we far has god
pathing «voept sssuFanore
He b kewrm o wharting an or-
ganisation or a Trimd so that
Per gots wappeat for hie rare
misiin, beal says ho does not
o e msean B0F 6L

“My ibream i o s Giya
in un fnberisationsl letl
city  with grevnery evary
whwrr wiid adsr malie peaple
aware of the rovirooment
and the need b0 pressree B
for counlng geocration” M
Ly

Dec 2, 2012 : Sikander, a man in Gaya district of Bihar has planted hundreds of trees
single handedly from 1982, 30 years ago. He is fondly called "Gayas greenman".
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THE HINDU s SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2012

zii?  THE HILLS ARE ALIVE

tradition; & sacred
way o preserve
what i5 thoirs.

TEWT SRl Pl Ol
RITU WS KONW AN

Tiwatr off Anaaierr wisa frahald
I Tl Bl rver o the foofkills of
Karhi Amplong and Nagaon
adliwtrictn o foriag oo
agricarlune, Thy roar pige. chicks ond
ieka of homme, ol cwlfivare rice,
ginger, chilty and eodton. Bef they are
ety for et infipue Munting whilte
Inkeriind over e pererifons
The Hl Tiwaw do nod o gume.
They hurat imsing spéars and rnpa,
ivcosggl oo Brasring e B et
poprlar melhod, Net hunting (A
i tuey plice o o comu ity
oty dnvalvimg 15 to sowaet e over
£ peaple. Fora At T generally
w2t I mets wp o 100 mefre fong.
and forut a semicirole of the sivad (i
wihich ey define giimicds from dn fior
@i baila ken gway, Twe or three
burhers weihd sped the amimad firei
anad ifyfinem he cathers i the toam 5o
wet i the reta, The nets are hiosg on
amali P o vines will wooden
hooks of eoch el The dop of the art fs
Hhen Bl s b oflber Vigperaion,
v the butfowm pegyped fo D grouiad
e Tl et aro et funters bagin
v il enivenala from their Rideouts
nighs irdn e nets. Thils ds @ ennasal
e fo ool walmeel popinetion
I the dense foreal arvay witere the
Hl Twes Mive. The rvde belirves in
rotecting thelr culturel integeity and
i Fight fo wild reasurees ipea
which they drpenit
Howrver, apl harrbing i ilegel in
fesrrve Formd arvos
Troditione] ﬂunmgigpruﬂﬁhfnﬂ
andy by the Tihwa buf many stfeer tribal
ceimuadtiog i noriheast fndie,
wivere horping hecomes ssniiod fu
st i ek o amimanls Ml destray
el fietde. The sarive cyele af setiing
i et and cetehing the avlmal
tabers o hewr, Pffremt aftes aire
chastr arsl [ a day the hunfers kaoote
JSour fo ik places where they oarry ool
e proceas,
Feivw in rhe sraple food of the Tiwas
wilve cormeurme med, S o e
Fowd and pork are comiddered

Dec 09, 2012 : Tiwas of Assam inhabit the foothills of Karbi Anglong and Nagaon districts. The use spears and
traps through net hunting is the most popular method.
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On the scent of mall
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Dec 23, 2012 : We have heard of the tulips of Amsterdam, the orchids of Thailand and the Daffodils of England.
Dr. Uma Kannan in her book "Madurai nalligai- Madurai and its jasmine celebration™ gives an insight about
flowery facts, folklore, religious and commercial face of malli, its trade and logistics.

Fresh Jasmine Flowers
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MONDAY. OCTOBER 08, 2012

AM RELEASES CENSUS

Dolphin count marginally up in state

LUCENOW: The number of del-
pHiiress b grone up morginally in
Ulitiar Prodesh, sa the Dolphin
censis released by chiel minls-
ter Akhilesh Yaday on Sunday,

“As pier the census, there nire
671 dofphins in UP and ji i time
we realise that poor dissolved
ooxygen levels and other factors
rasponsible for killing arquistie
whimaks ane erealed by humnn
beings. We need Lo save our
rivers and environment,” snid
the chief minister:

The chief minister nlso
expressed concern over the
poor state of river Yamuno,
which goes up to Delhi. “Tiethi
iz responsible for the poor stote
of Yamunn," he sabd while ask-
ing forest department officinls
to work incersly towards
improvement of the state's
environment,

The three-day census, which
begmn on October 5, irmvalvid 150
people speclally trained for it
They worked in 18 teams cov-
ering roughly 2900-km streteh
of the rivers Ganga, Yamtmna,
3'33' Ken, Batwa, Ghagra, wnd

A

oLt 300 dieasior P Shnch rossived s Beiiooioco thetiat
day of dolphin census on Sunday.

WHO'S KEJRIWAL, ASKS CM

= The dodphin is.a blind mammal
Trvimg im frosh waler,

« }f hess to coeme gut dor broathing
every few seconds.

= Diolphire: haaves large bradines in comr
parison b the size of thelr bodies
el hve aueenptional intelfigencs,
+ A new-borm dolphin is 60 om
long In sire.

IN NUMBERS
600

671

in 2012 consis

Geruwa,
Dialphin is a blind mammal
that swims on the basis of scho

of its own sotind and is capable
of dowing down its hearthont
o sive oovgen while swinmming

uncher water
River dolphing have baen
swirded the status of national

niquatic nnimal on par with the
thiper, India’s notionnl animal.

Aceording to a rough esti-
mate in 1982, dolphins mum-
berad roughly over 4,000
ond the 2006 census said the
number came down to LBOO,
of which 600 were in Utlar
Pracleah

Dalphing live maximum wp
Lo 28 vears and produce up Lo
fiver off-springs in a lifotime, but
clueto pollution and killing their
survival rate has dwindled.

“Wever in history has such
a comprehenzive survey of a
Gangetie River Dolphin been
condueted, We hope the aware-
ness campaign will generate
Interest amongst various stajos-
hobders and they will come for-
ward Lo congerve this endan-
prered species,” sald Rupak De,
POCT [wildlife).

The campaign 'My Gungn,
My Dolphin’ sims alzo to make
people pware about dolphins in
and armund the state.

Therefome, few villngers were
nlse involved along with the
s tesum.

Oct 08, 2012 : A three day campaign called "My Ganga, my Dolphin" that began on Oct 5 involved 150 people
(18 teams) roughly covered 2800 km stretch of Ganga, Yamuna, Son, Ken, Betwa, Ghagra and Geruwa, Counted
671dolphins.

Gangetic Dolphin
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Huherrman s farmer. Earli-

The docpl_e dolphm in danger

ENDANGERED: River dodphin in @a iadivator avimal, FHOTOS: WNT

Faencs Saddipui Larnan
Dt Foraid in abimdancs:
the Cafgs fvver ayabeim e
mmber of dotpkine hasdwin
el wf mn plarmingrabs inihe
piel (hire diiades pwing 1o B
heat of rrascns ~ shiskage
o hesbuibad srd incusiral -
g @i the tosp ol the
§ Warld
Psalury
O estimatay, fhe populs-
Dhi i e @Eriscilal Ohea
ires  plummecled s
L ORS00 i 19 o o e
il 3 EED a8 press nl. aore
oer, [heid afifakl Sodtalimy
rafy s a8 ml,h o 150 B BE
BAimal

ke mialhy dodiphiin
Wi declared Inda's Mation
ol guatic Animal wm JHNE,

Im orsler o agve Eher Daan-
gt delphia from pebogabnd
1 et ural hiitory bl pgiie
s Ponad weawe o ImCTESEDE
M ewstimg  pogealabion.
WWF India s partssnbp
it B U 'ar Pradeh Fosvat

Thepart e e, i mrderiakes
5 I-ul‘l ey o Dt msrniber oo hd-
h i iR Epplonimile
30000 kerm strwdch of Bl Gangs
el B tribuiaries Yamana
S, R, Betwa, Ghagra and
LrToas

Spracing shout the oom
alsen A A dodphin b,
Sardety I"\-l"\lru dolphin e

Tutiice= berir
Lalbde. Aooordug b
Nals Fund o

The "My Ganga, My Dolphin’
campaign in Uttar Pradesh

picks up pace with WWF going
into campaign mode in Narora

MATIOMAL ROUATIC ANIMAL: The dolphun
vl ael of water [o hreatle

wrifchet afel issinisle b
tor of WINF Inda's Fiver
Rarina ard Ric-dmveraiby, bl
L Pl chew-loeemne 11 Ll
stvilien akoag the i, 18
discriminsty Fabdng arsd ok
it dewkractaon a8 o of
e pefiiree civdnen behira]
“The decremis b the nom-
ke oo hnigehuiree im thay 165-km
irreich,  imchading Marods
wieh due o The net of peath

cldes i thee g b Bkl By
river, inchustrial radiaton and
it = b scdded

Thie WWTF B it i may ol -
Bor af MNafora i Ditkr Fra
desh’s Bolsndihahr Sarsict
B0 CWITY Ot AN IwRrTREE
campatgn My Gangs My
Dedehin®, The campatgners
s maching out o schand
abgdenita in the area. apart
drom cryieg o coavinoe e

A

T, the hifwarmeen gard o -
At ol o Lhe Blubeber of
dhesiphia o s pedorived mer
dicinal properiis. bo-cee ke
lisrases. g foily baits wnsd [or
s ke ased LaRRiAg
Imskohin teeks wrer supervll
Fiously waard bo cung chdbdrps.
Hrvern huevingg Db mares

The locid WWF Fepécachi
tateve wivwlnbes| Sagar naid
“In arora. we e R
Poazi, Rbo-fifie i aiid Hafeer i
thee project. Wikile anclu cos
preach in mandafts, fher-
e ks v Ediscriminel e
fihirg and [arscsi can slop
ming prelkden

To divrags (he farmere
from melng dpray peetickdes
and ot gt good yiekd, they
ware fsughl wcemculiure
whisch |8 Jreparing g
priticule for frew in 45 days
ming o dong food wosle
and rarthworms. “We man-
aed 1o Pl Jayslanicar
Gngh Fuskeaha, B oaly
razuaby 0 REmErE s sk
i Msdhaivyn village. He oo
winoed his fssmily afd thoy
sarted  wormacultury  in
DL MF . Saqgar kil

Wit The Hivadie wiiiled
this son-deicript village of
L peoeple, wy foond e
g Pl ol T 0
cultute i e b of Chis.
durpal Kusbwsha They per-
pare the pesticide Bl Juns
and wie W Dhreughoul the

Lol

Faritzdhy dheraring 3 banch
o Furalthiy Tarinjaki. L hansder-
juinl ] Uit Ui Bl sl
initialhy, wer of the peslicide
has gven pood yielhd of orops
“Earlier W iid o wse I kg
1l ran per 10 berghafickh,
novar e b B oy only Sve
kg o) e - TR, W el
ofly el Betled oio bt alio
Erval prices bo Bl Frorisey "

Pramsd Kumasr Sharma in
Pty Kmrm s g Mo
B T WOt fuls
and sl ey foriiliser bo 250
furmere,  Esch  Slg-bog
Teachers b K. 200

1 Lupry varith Eher reoedt, Lhe
Kb aka faesilv o helpong
in spresding swargzaws in
rerarty villaged ahod the oas
ol WA o i bl daving
the diolshim by borping U
rroer chran. Jayuhankos asd
I bell Rhabmm ek 80 Bhresr puo-
il biggs i ol et raste
in e Chargi, ”

To check bow clean the
Laangn |8 o A #ireich and
walch delphoss e brad for o
heab rde = Uhe socerchisg bl

aftermoan, |n e e
waler with motTaoe of podyih:
chr oF gridne, W spol chghl
beagir, ey dodphirm — one
evem with four cabees. They
e oiil of Wilef b bivalbe,
crvalin & wwirl in that va
el 3 e peoomch  beier
plange beill  makiag &
oo soendd. My, Bebsra
informed that 71 dolghima
have irerehin] ance (e war
vy 8 2005 Uhal Feeded SO0
animudy

The  Ganges  dodphima,
Flafilaidls Gyl Ui e o
o e four feviliwater dols
prons Soused med differ Brom
thet well knowm marine spe-
ol "They ane B0 pef onnil
blrsal s their rves have oo
lana, fo they we echo-locs-
Enli. cPeabasg soaind %0 Mk
i e Roposiruphy  Thaey
by 3 long 1moret with which
thaey growed in s for deod
Banzipuiie of keia i o epre, oF
coviroamental pollution
Wi pyws drprmsnrade.” sakd
Haar Bingh, & WATF reisssnch,
. Becatinr of the soand they
make, ksal people call them
LI O R

WWTF CEC Rl Simgh sabd
thist the river delpliln b an
indawire animal, which b
Bl pam position im & TvEr
ECEFEIETT S i D |6 @ fee
it “Listed by [UCH ma "En-
dangered  and placed in |
Sehurifiabe « 1.0d D rsdimn Wikdiifs
(Prolection) A 1972, EBw
dedphis, ey kigh levels of
aigal prodectaen  nedioaasy
aite] inbermatisnally Yel #a |
surchers contiaoe b decling, |
o ahgscr ol 3 (eoreamaied
CofidVEleen Pl ek
of et conlineing do
Twhepminhal prewsTs and
moat e probecied sreas b
i Epeahed.”

Oct 14, 2012 : WWEF estimates that the population of the Gangetic dolphins India's National Aquatic Animal
has plummeted from 4000-5000in 1982 to less than 2000 at present. The decrease in numbers of dolphinsin
the 165 km stretch including Narora is due to use of pesticides in the crops in fields along the river side,
industrial radiation and pollution.

The river dolphin, Platanista gangetica is also an indicator animal. It is listed as "Endangered™ by IUCN and
placed in Schedulel of Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. Its numbers continue to decline in absence of
co-ordinated conservation planning. Lack of awareness, continuing developmental pressures and almost no
protected areas for the species.
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Cameras at Katarniaghat

“capture seven big cats

-There's Hope
To Discover
Up To 8 More

Blpin Chand Agarwal | vww

Bahraich: Almost o week Into
Fhase-IV of monitoring bigcats in
the reserve, seven new Hizers have
been shghited in forest ranges inKa-
tarmiaghat Wildlife Sanctnry and
Drizdbwa Tiger Besorve
Asmanny as 188 pairsof cumers
traps have hsen putup and 42 addi-
tional pairs are expected o be pur
chnsad by the forest depariment
godn. Each pair has been installed
across anarea of 45q km, This has
madethemoniforing process more
intensive compared o the sample
testing method in the préceding
phase when 48 pairs of comern
traps hind beon put to use.
Shnilesh Prasad the fiald direc
torwas jubilont over the new sight-
ings trapped ancamers in Motipur
and Kharkhara Ranges undor Ka-
tarnkaghat  wildlife sanctuary
which fiilts in the bidfor sones of
the reserve where tigor prosence
Was expected least, he' =aid, ex-
pressing hopo that the aoe hns po-
teatiad fo brwsed o tkger population.

The sighting was possible dus
o Intensity of the monitoring
procesg, he folt, adding that there
might be six fo eight more tgers
within this 120=q lem stretch. Shar
ing his optimism, sonrees in Na-
tional Tiger Conservation Atthos-
ity pointed out that the results of
Phase-IV monitoring across the
couniry would certainly be encot-

In the third phase. Hmited cam-
o3 raps were deploved and esti-
mation done on the basis of results
obtained from sample areas. Fur
ther, singe theexercise ls an annual
feature, a regular tab can be maodn-
tained on status of the big cat pop-
ulation and there will certninly be
no Sariska-like situation In fiturs,
where all tigers  have  been
poachisd.

The State forest department |5
monitoring . i assocladon with
WWE

“Theentire 2108 sq km of bufl:

e core-ciul be covered more in-

temiively [t l= belloved that at et

T0% to 80% of the big cats present -

would cross the camera traps inad

days of the monitoring period.”

said Prased. As per the earlier esti.

mate, presence of about 108 tzors
was projecied in Dodhwe, But the -
latest figures could vary betwoeon 2

TE0-150 timers, sakd Prasad.

Katarniaghat Wildlife Sanetu.
ary 15 a part of the Dudhwa Tiger

Reserve, and s located in Uiiar
Pradesh near the Indo-Nepal bor-
dot; in the Torai area of Bahraich
district. It covers an area.of 400 km
ond wosestablished in 1976

The sanotuary is now being
manaed along with the Dudhwa
Natlona! Park and  Kishanpur
Wildlife Sanciuary os part of the
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve under Pro-
Ject Thgerof the Governmont of Tn-
dia. The Katerniaghat Forests pro-
vide  strategle connectivity
between Hger habitats of Dudhwa
and Kishanpur in India and the
Bardia National Park in Nepal Tis
fregile Terai ectsystom comprisos
a mismerizsing mosale of sal and
toak forests, lush  grasshimds,
steaming swamps and wetlands it
isumiue for the mumber of endiin:
gored and eritically endangomed
spacies, which occur here and 13-
clade the gharial, tiger, rhinocer-
ous, Gangetic dolphin, swamp
deer, Hispid hare, Bengal florican,

the white-backed and long-hilled

Vitltires,

A

Dec 18, 2012 : In the Phase IV of monitoring of big cats in Dudhwa National Park and
Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary, seven new tigers have been sighted. About 168 pairs of
camera traps have been put up, each pair installed across an area of 4 sq. km. As per the
earlier estimate 109 tigers were projected in Dudhwa.
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THE BIODIVERSITY SONG

Biodiversity is what we need,
Conserving biodiversity is a good deed.

Trees are green, and flowers too,
Animals, habitats, me and you.
That is biodiversity.

That is true.

All animals conserve their green,
But not us, we human beings.
So let us become a team
And together conserve our green.

Yes, let us become a team and together conserve
our green!

Biodiversity is what we need,
Conserving Biodiversity is a good deed.

-Shreemayi
(Age - 8yrs)
Mirambika Free Progress School
New Delhi
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