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Jan.- Mar, 2012 A Quarterly e-Newsletter

Esteemed Readers,

2012 is here! The United Nations has declared 2012 as the
International year of Sustainable Energy for all. Nearly three billion
people around the world rely on wood, coal and animal waste/dung
(all use of biodiversity) for cooking and heating. The use of these
types of fuel in ahousehold can release dangerous levels of indoor air
pollution.

Also, this June, scientists, politicians, campaigners of all stripes
will be at Rio de Janerio , Brazil attending the United Nations fourth
Earth Summit, devoted to sustainable development and the green
economy. This conference- undoubtedly the major environmental
meeting of 2012 comes 20 years after the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development (UNCED), also known as the Rio
Summit, Rio Conference, Earth Summit was held in Rio de Janeiro
from 3 Juneto 14 June 1992.In 1992, when the world met —equity was
a simple concept: sharing the global commons did not provoke
much anxiety for there were no real claimants!

Much progress has been made on the three treaties signed in
1992: Climate change, Biodiversity and Desertification. Though we
have made good progress on tracking greenhouse emissions and
sinks, advancing climate research and policy, our overall progress in
climate action and halting biodiversity loss leaves much to be
desired! We need to question seriously why the World is determined
to live beyond its means and not worry about how it sabotages our
common future.

- Editor




1- Jaunpuri Newar Muli

The district of Jaunpur is situated in the North-West part of Varanasi Division of Uttar Pradesh. Its land area
extends from 24.24 ‘N to 26.12 °N latitude and between 82.7 °E and 83.5 “E longitudes. Its attitude varies from 261
ft to 290 ft. above M.S.L. (Mean Sea Level). The topography of the district is mainly a flat plain with shallow river-
balleys. Gomti and Sai are its main parental rivers. Besides these, Varuna, Basuhi, Pili, Mamur and Gangi are the
smaller rivers here. The rivers Gomti and Basuhi divide the district into nearly four equal landmasses.  The soils are
mainly sandy, loamy and clayey. The temperatures of the district of Jaunpur lie between a minimum of 4.3 “Cand a
maximum of 44.6 “C. Average annual rainfall is 987 mm. The geographical area of the district is 4038 sq.km. Three
fourths economic development of the population of the district is dependent on
agriculture.

The radish is a very popular annual root crop in Uttar Pradesh. The fleshy
edible roots are eaten raw as salad or cooked. The radish is tolerant to heat but to
develop its flavor, texture and size a cool season (10-15 C) is require d. It is usually

shown on ridges. The crop is ready for harvest in 30-50 days.

Jaunpur is famous for Jaunpuri Newar cultivar of
mooli (Raphanus sativus) which can grow up to four to six feet long
and was famous for its large shape and sweet taste. The local villagers of nearly dozen of villages
residing near Gomti River, which includes Bluagat, Tadhtla,Pandriba, Mufti Mohla, including
Mullah tola were cultivating the Newar cultivar of mooli for more than three decades. But due to
changing climate and a rapidly growing population the status of Newar species of mooli has led to
the stage of extinction. However, some of the farmer like Sri Jiya Lal Maurya, R/o Mandi Naseeb
Khan, Jaunpur are still cultivating Newar mooli to preserve this cultivar as well as identity of
Jaunpur.
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2- PBR Wor

kshop 21-22 Jan., 2012

A meeting was organized with educational institutions sensitizing them about the PBRs, the importance of

PBRs and a detailed discussion was done on PBR preparation methodology and guidelines for the same were made

after detailed consultations.

List of Participants:

SI. No.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

eI e e e e
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Pawan Kumar

Pratibha Singh

Dr. Ram Jee Srivastava
Dr. D.C. Saini

Radhey Krishna Dubey
Dr. Rakesh Pratap Singh
Dr. M.P. Singh

Dr. Alok Khare

Dr. H.S.G.Rao

Dr. P.K. Singh

Dr.H.D. Bharti

Dr. R.K. Agnihotri

Dr. S.P. Mishra

Dr. T.P. Mall

Dr. Sunil Kumar Tripathi
Dr. Shambhu Kumar

Designation and Address
Secretary Forests/Secretary, U.P.S.B.B., Lucknow

Dy. Conservator of Forests, U.P.S.B.B., Lucknow
Senior Scientist, U.P.S.B.B., Lucknow

Senior Scientist, BSIP, Lucknow

ACF, U.P.S.B.B., Lucknow

Shivpati P.G. College, Soharatgarh

U.P. College, Varanasi

Bareilly University, Bareilly(Ruhelkhand niversity)
B.R.D.P.G. College, Deoria

Jawahar Lal Nehru P.G. College, Banda

Bipin Bihari College, Jhansi

B.R. Ambedkar University, Agra

G.S.P.G. College, Sultanpur

Kisan P.G. College, Baharaich

Y.D. P.G. College, Lakhimpur Kheri

Birbal Shani Institute of Paleobotany, Lucknow
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3. World Wetland Day, 2nd February 2012

2nd February each year is the World Wetlands Day (WWD). This particular date has

been selected because it marks the adoption of the Convention on Wetlands, in the

[ranian city of Ramsar on the 2nd February 1971. Every year the Ramsar Convention

selects a theme and raises awareness on specific types of wetlands or aspects of wetland

|lmr management. This year the theme they have selected is Wetlands and Tourism. The
A ———— slogan for this year is - “Wetland Tourism: A Great Experience”.

In order to spread the message of Biodiversity Conservation in Wetlands, the

U.DP.State Biodiversity Board held the following competitions in the last week of January,

2012. A brief report is as follows:

(Ramsar, Tran, 1971)

Essay Competition

SINo. NameofStudent  Class Name of School Remark
Dorjita Shahi VIII-B Seth M.R. Jaipuria School, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow [st Prize

Alisha Raizada VIII-C Rani Laxmi Bai Memorial Senior Secondary IInd Prize
School, Indira Nagar, Lucknow

Ayan Kashyap VII Riverside Academy, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow [IIrd Prize

Tarushi Srivastava  VIII-A St. John Bosco College, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow Consolation
Prize

For Classes [X to XII the topic was “Challenges of Ecotourism in Wetland Conservation” A total of 32 students
from 7 schools took part. The prize winners were as follows:

SI'No. Name of Student Class Name of School Remark

1. Shatakshi Narang X-B Study Hall, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow [st Prize
Sona Panjani XI-D Study Hall, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow IInd Prize

2.
3. Kanishk Agarwal  IX-C Seth M.R. Jaipuria School, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow [Ind Prize
4 Sara Saad XI Riverside Academy, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow [IIrd Prize

For college students the topic was “Sustainable Tourism in wetlands of India- Importance, Current Trends and
Challenges”. A total of 18 students from 6 colleges took part. The prize winners were as follows:

SI'No. Name of Student ~ Class Name of School Remark
1. Deepa Jaiswal B.Sc. IIrd year U.P. College, Varanasi Ist Prize
2 Shailvi B.Sc. (Biotech) IlIrd year Bareilly College, Bareilly [Ind Prize
3. Mohd. Ajijul Haque M.Sc. Final Botany Kisan P.G. College, Beharaich IInd Prize
4 Pawas Chaturvedi BTA-IV Semester Sherwood College, Lucknow [1Ird Prize
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Poster Competition

For Classes IX to XII the topic was “Ecotourism in wetlands”. A total of 16 students from 3 schools took part. The
prize winners were as follows:

lInd Prize - Swarnima Singh, IX-E HAL School TG B o Ao Prevean [as

HAL School

Ist Prize - Rachit Pandey XII
Riverside Academy

For college students the topic was “Sustainable Tourism in Wetlands”. A total of 14 students from 5 colleges
took part. The prize winners were as follows:

Ist Prize - Julee Upadhyay BSc Part-I _ _
Pt DDU Govt PG College Lko ’ TS Illrd Prize Anupma Srivastava
MSc Chemistry University of Lko

lInd Prize - Saumya Dalela BBA Tourism
Ist Year Institute of Tourism Studies
Univeristy of Lko

Consolation Prize Pragati Singh
BCom llird year,
Pt DDU Govt Girls PG College
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Debate Competition

For college students the topic for Debate Competition was “Is eco tourism possible in wetlands?” A total of 9
students from 3 colleges/institutes of Lucknow University took part. The prize winners were as follows:

Name of the Student  Class College/University Prize
Akash Mathur BBA (T) VI Institute of Tourism Studies, University of Lucknow  Ist
Vishal Gupta BBA (T) I1 Manyawar Kanshiram Institute of IInd

Tourism Management, Lucknow

Bhavna Neeshu BBA(T)VI  Institute of Tourism Studies, University of Lucknow  Illrd

Shubhankar Shukla BBA (T) IV Manyawar Kanshiram Institute of Consolation
Tourism Management, Lucknow

4. Leap Day 29th February, 2012

Uttar Pradesh State Biodiversity Board organized, Leap Day (February
29th 2012) with Department of Zoology, University of Lucknow, Regional
Science City, Lucknow, Zoo Outreach Organization Zoo, and Amphibian ' e

Network of South Asia ANSA, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India.

The programme was conducted at Regional Science City, Aliganj,
Lucknow involving students of class 5th-8th. The aim of the programme was to
raise awareness regarding Amphibian
Conservation among the students through
various competitions based on Amphibian
" topics. About 162 students participated in quiz, 190 students wrote slogans on
amphibian conservation, more than 50 students participated in frog leap, 126
students participated in art competition and 8 groups of 4 students each
. / participated in puzzle making. In all, more than 300 students participated in
the events. More than 200 Pamphlets on amphibians were distributed among
the students and teachers.
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5- World Sparrow Day 20th March 2012

House sparrow (Passer domesticus), popularly known as goriya in Hindi and

Chriya in Urdu unfortunately is now a disappearing species. The World

Sparrow Day (WSD) has been celebrated on 20th March across the globe to

raise public awareness about the decline of the house sparrow and throw light on

the problems faced by the species in its daily fight for survival. The rationale for

celebrating World Sparrow Day is not only to commemorate the event for a day

but to use it as a platform to underscore the need to conserve sparrows as well as

the urban biodiversity. A request was given out through the newspapers and the

website of the Board: www.upsbdb.org to the public to get out of their homes on

20th March, 2012, between 7:00 - 7:30 am in the morning and count the

number of sparrows that one could see near their homes and send it to the

Board at upstatebiodiversityboard@gmail.com. Besides, a competition on colouring the picture of House Sparrow
was also organized through the Board's website. A total number of 73 entries were received from different
schools/colleges of Lucknow in this regard. The support to us in our efforts to spread awareness about urban
biodiversity was encouraging.

The prize winners of the competition on colouring the picture of sparrow are as follows:
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6-Projects Review Meetings:

The following ongoing projects were reviewed on 14-03-2012 and 24-03-2012 for the annual progress by the
Project Appraisal Committee (PAC):

14-03-2012
Inventorisation, Impact Assessment and Risk Communication of Invasive Fish Species in Uttar Pradesh.

Assessment and Preparation of an Illustrated Resource Inventory of Underutilized Wild Edible Plant
Resources in Terai Region of Uttar Pradesh

Monitoring of Roosting and Breeding Sites of Vultures in Jhansi, Latitpur, Jalaun and Mahoba.

Documentation of Plant Diversity Through Literature Survey for Development of Uttar Pradesh Biodiversity
Information System (UPBDIS).

Enumeration of Lichens from Uttar Pradesh

Germplasm Exploration, Assessment & Documentation of the Freshwater Fish Diversity of Uttar Pradesh

24-03-2012
1.  “Annotated and Colored Checklist of the Reptiles and Amphibians of Uttar Pradesh”

2. ‘Exploration and Documentation of Cucurbit Biodiversity and its Implication in Uttar Pradesh’.
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7-Visits/Trainings/Conferences

. Visit to Narendra Dev University of Agriculture and Technology on 13-14 January, 2012. Shri. R.K. Dubey,
ACF, A.K.Kashyap, Dy RO, and Santosh Kumar, Forestor. Also visit to Jaunpur to collect information on
Jaunpuri mooli.

Dr. Ram Jee Srivastava, Senior Scientist, UPSBB delivered a guest lecture on “Biodiversity Conservation” in
the three weeks refresher course on Zoology for college and university teachers organized by the Academic

Staff College, University of Lucknow on 19 January, 2012

. The 7th State Biodiversity Boards meeting organized by National Biodiversity Authority at Chennai on 27-
28th January, 2012. Shri Pawan Kumar, Member Secretary, UPSBB and Shri. R.K. Dubey, ACF attended
this meet. Major discussions included: review of State rules, guidelines, ideas for effective implementation
of acts and rules, institutional issues (Statutory, legal and advisory), capacity and awareness needs and COP
11 delivery.

. COP-11 brief meeting organized by MoEF at New Delhi on 06 Feb., 2012. Pratibha Singh, DCF took part in

this meeting.

. National Seminar on the Impact of Developmental Activities on Traditional Ethno medicines, Biodiversity
and its Conservation on 17-19 March , 2012 jointly organized by Institute of Ethnobiology, Jiwaji University,
Gwalior and National Botanical Research Institute.: Dr. Ram Jee Srivastava, Senior Scientist, UPSBB and
Shri. R.K. Dubey, ACF, UPSBB attended this seminar.
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8- Newspaper Clippings

10

(i) International News

THE TIMES &F INDIA, LUCKNOW
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2012

Climate changé:
Hybrid sharks mark

survival

Melbourne: Resaarchers hove
discovered the world's first hy-
birid sharles in Australian waters,
indicasting that animals areadapt-
Ingto climatechange forsurvival,

Leading resparchers In ma-
ring biology have come across 57

AMIMAL INSTINCT: & hybrid black-

tip shark |s first of its kind to be found
In Australia

nnimals along & 2000-km strelch
from 'Queensiand to New South
Woles which they believe are
the result of cross-bresflling be-
twean the common  black-tip
shark ond Australian black-tip
shnrk, two related but genetically
distinct species.

The Inter-bresding betweon
thetwospap!esshows that theani-

strategy

nm.h dre adapting to climate
change and the mrhrldimtimmn
make the lshes stronger, the sci-
entists =aid, "Hybridizstion can
enable sharks to adapt to ecologi-
el change as the smaller Avstra-
lian binck-tip currently favours
tropical waters in the narth while
the larger common black-tip is
more abundant in sub-tropical |
and temperate waters along the
south-eastern Australian coast-
line,” Jennifer Ovendén of
Gueensland department of pri-
mary Indistries and fsherieés
gaid, “Wild hybrids are nsually
hard to find, so detecting them
and theiroffspring ks extraordin-
ary, To find 57 hybrids along 2000-
ki of coastline is unpreceden-
mllmmﬂ_
Another researcherat the Uni-
varsity of Quesnsland researeh-
@r, Jess Morgan, said it was un-
iesual forsharksto breed insucha
way She sald assharks physically
mate it makessure they donot hy-
hridize with the wrongspecies, > 04 Jan. 2012: Researchers have
The find was made during cat- ;
Alkatting: WOrk" off lia's found about 57 animals along the
enst coast when genetic testing 2000 km Stretch from Queensland
showed certaln sharks tobe one  to New South Wales which they

gpecies when physically they .
T PR U believe are cross breeds between
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Newspaper Clippings

THE HINDLU » THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2012

ican leaping lizards
inspire robot design

With an actively controlled tail even robots can leap and remain upright

nversity of | Cali-

fornin, Herkeley,

Scientists and stu-

dents studied how
liziards manage to leap sue
cessfully even when they slip
and stumble, and found that
ewinging the kil upward Is
the key to preventing o far-
ward pitch thot coold send
them head-over-heels into a
free. The study = published
in Noture today (Jan 5),

The' scientists subsequent-
Iy udeled a tail 1o & robatic car
they pamed Toilbot and dis-
covirad that it's not s simple
as throwing vour tuil in the
wit

Robots and lizards have to
idjust the angle of thelr tail
just right to counteract the
effect of the stumble. Given
un actively controlled tail
even roboty can make a leap
and remaln upright, aceord-
ing ta a University of Cali-
fornia, Rerkeley piress
release

"We showed for the first
time that lizards swing their
Ll up or down to counteract
the rotation of their body,
keeping them stuble” said
team lender Hobert J. Full,
UC Berkeloy professor of in-
tegrative hiology. “Inspirn-
thon from lizard tails will
likely léad to for more agile
seurch-and-rescue robots, as
well 4 wnes having greater
capability to more rapidly de
tect chemical, biological or
nuclear hazirds

v

TAIL'S ROLE: A lizard (red-headed African Agama lizard) swings its tarl up or
down to counteract the rofation of its body, thus keeping it stable. - PHOTO:
THOMAS LIBBY, EVAN CHANG-SIU AND PAULINE JENNINGS, POLYPEDAL LABR SAMP:
CIBER, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY

Full and his team used
high-speed videography and
motion capture to record
how o red-hesded Africin
Agama lzard handled leaps
from o platform with differ-
ent degrees of traction, from
slippery to. ensily gripped
sandpaper.

They coaxed the limrds to
run down o track, vault off an
phetacls and land on a verti-
cul surface with a shelter on

top. When the frictlon an the
obstucle was reduced, lizards
slipped, potentially causing
their body to spm out of
control

When the resenrchers saw
how the lizard vsed its (sl 1o
counteract the spin, they cre-
pled a mathematical model as
well as Tailbot to hetter up-
derstand the animal's skills,
With a tusl but no feedback
from sensors about hody po-

sition, Tailbot took a nose
dive when driven off a ramp,
which mimicked a liard's
take-off. Tailbot was able to
stabilize its body in midair-
when  body attitude  was
sensed and fed back to the tail
mitor sent, The actively con-
trolled kil redirected the an-
gular momentum of thie hody
into the swing of the tail, just
as with leaping lizards, Full
sald. = Our Bureay

05Jan.,2012: Aninterdisciplinary group of UC Berkeley researchers after studying the ways in which lizards-
use their tails to maintain balance when leaping-have applied it to a robotic device called "tailbot". This
practical advance in the field of robotics could enable making of more durable nimble machines to function
in hecticand uncertain situations like disaster relief operation too dangerous for human operatives.
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30 Jan., 2012: Scientists till now predicted that global warming was causing polar
ice to melt because of which sea levels were rising. New evidence suggests that in
the last 15 years, global winter temperatures are actually lower than before.
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Newspaper Clippings

(i) National News

THE HINDU = SUNDAY, JANUARY 1. 2012

T

‘Waterman brings local guardians
back to protect Sariska tigers

Sunny Sebastian

SARISKA (AUWARE The New
Year sugurs well for the Sa.
riska Tiger Reserve, for the
locul guardions of the 400 s

animal.
e could visualise the ro-
turm of the good days for Sa-
rinka ms carly this past week

e
metropolis G00D DAYS ABEAD: Tigress Ta4 which was released into the Suriske Tiger
Reserve near Ahwar Jast year, + FILE PHOTO: ROMIT JAIN PARAS

of Duihi bs stretching its
[ e——

Muking dead rivers flow
It weas, in fuct, Mr. Rajen-
who wis awarded

terraing of Alwar, snd
his organisation Tarun Bha-
at Sangh (THS), that had
fought the mining lobby in
the 1990s and kept & watch
an the rw. From time
totime the village people and
the THS velunicers kopt a
wistchful eye on the tigers in
Sariska

Lack of i

portant link in conservation

1o The Hindu during his pa-
dyatra

Felicitat

iigh i the pro-
= teetion of the rivers of India

including the major ones, the
Gangn and the Yamuna. The
net resull wis the devisia-
thon of the reserve.

“The dose relationship be-
tween the: people and the for-
est here in the past had
served as o guaruntee for its
survival. The tiger, the lucal
peaple, their animaly all co-
existed. There had  never

Thestart 1!('!.!\: Wmau
Raipurs Hagh, a village oo the

baorder of Rajosthan,on Tues-
day alwo marked the revival
of “Paryuvaran Fremi Purss-
kar”, wnnual felicitation of
bath willagers and  forest
staff, which was sturted in

the “00s ot the initistive of the

THS and wus discontinued 11
yeurn bock.
"The wwurd Jrogranine

The reserve fell into hod
times with the THS and the
Sariska admintration full-
ing apart after lack of coor-
dinatian, When the senior
officers who served the e
serve for long with clear un-

lu.m.-.mmunn
the wild snd the peophe who
lisned i thur murrousdings re-
tred, the persons wha Look

tiger n bar
riska,” notes K L. Saini who
served the area as Field D
rector in its initial dayx

=1 decided to devote more
time to Sarlska to bring 1o
wether the land and its
once iguin The  villagers
hatve  eveenisted with the
woods and wikd snimals from
timen immemorial and they

are the best protectars of th-
m‘nlll(t,!uhllﬂﬂ

was the good
work of \‘|lhﬂu and fuml
staif in saving the troes, nab-
bing the poschers, consery-
ing water, resloring  the
ground water level, reviving
the rivers and putting off the

le  forest fires. This mmiﬂm

went o long way in
the morale of the stalf lﬂ
and ensuring the o

Copera-
tion of e local population.”  the
Singh

Field  Director

the new tigers— as the major
concern wver since the first
re-introduction that the t-
wers has boen that they are
img. *1 spotted
recently. | hope
the: results will b before us
mext year.” b

v

13 Jan., 2012: Over less than about 350 Himalayan
wolves remain in the wild now. It is a critically
endangered canid species. Their future remains
uncertain.

01 Jan., 2012: Waterman Rajendra Singh started a 19
day padyatra with villagers , committing themselves to
protect the biodiversity of Sariska Tiger Reserve. He
was awarded the Magsaysay award in 2001 for making
dead rivers flow in Alwar through the TBS (Taran Bharat
Sagh).
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Newspaper Clippings

DELHI

THE HINDU « THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 2012

Japanese quail breeding

centre for Bikaner

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR: A new hreeding centre
for the Japanese quail will be
set up in Rajasthan University
of Veterinary Sciences, Bikan-
er, The centre will come up as
part of. the network pro-
gramme on diversified poultry
species proposed by the Cen-
tral Avian Research Centre,
Bareilly.

“There is a need to promote
quail production programmes
in this region. Quail farming in
the rural areas of Rajasthan
will not only supplement the
shortages of animal proteins
but also generate additional
income for the people,” says
Rajasthan University of Vet-
erinary Sciences Vice-Chan-
cellor A. K. Gahlot. “Quail is a
pivotal bird for research and
education. It will be a unique
centre for our University,” he
adds.

While quail farming has
picked up in a big way at the
international level, awareness
about the same in the State is
low.

“In birds, only poultry

i3t
T
-

=
~F
e
- J‘ﬂ
2 ¢

The Japanese quail.~
PHOTO: SUNNY SEBASTIAN

chicken is used as meat now,
but soon the Japanese quail
will prove an alternative. After
the ban on local wild quail’s
hunting, introduction ef the
Japanese quail is a better op-
tion on a conservation point of
viewaswell, "says Prof, Gahlot.

According to him, poultry
meat and eggs available in the
market are not adequate to
meet the increasing demand.
Presently poultry eggs are im-
ported into Rajasthan from
Andhra Pradesh, Haryana and
Punjab. The proposal is to pur-

v

chase 5,000 quails initially. |
Oncethecentre comesintoop-
eration, one-day-old quail
chicks will be sold to the farm-
ers, From time to time, train-
ing programmes will be
organised for quail farmers.
The Japanese quail, though
called “guail” in common par-
lance, is a member of the
Pheasant species,

“Its maturity period is less |
than that of the poultry ehick- |
enand quail farmingischeaper
than poultry farming” says |
University Associate Profes-
sor R. K. Dhuria. “The pickle
made from quail’s egg is a del-
icacy. Quail’s manure has high
fertilizer efficiency.”

The Japanse quail, which is |
moreresistantto diseases than
chicken, has created a big im-
pact in the recent years. Many |
quail farms have been estah-
lished throughout the country,
both for egg and meat produe-
tion. The small quail eggs are
within the purchasing limit of
the small and marginal farm-
ers, landless labours and the
rural poor or the common
man,” he points out.

19Jan., 2012: Japanese Quail (Coutornix coturnix) commonly called 'Bater' are a dual-
purpose bird raised for meat and eggs. Now a breeding center is being set up in
Bikaner at Rajasthan University of Veterinary Sciences.
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( Pea for prosperlty and more

Mohammed Igbal

JAIPUR:  Agriculturists at a
nondescript village in Bharat-
pur district of Rajasthan have
hamesned the rich pntentin.l nf

tally sustai

pea crop, replacing traditional

+ farming with high-cost inputs,
and brought prosperity to the
rural community by bringing
70 per cent of the agricultural
land under pea cultivation
d the past two years,

With the sustained efforts
undertuken under an expert
guidance, farmers at Kheria
Lodha village, situated in Rup-
bas tehsil bordering Uttar Pra-

desh, have succeeded in
creating a heavy demand for
green peas in the mandis of
nearby towns. The legumis
nous crop has turned out to be
ablessing for the backward re-
gion that is faced with a peren-
nial shortage of water.

The spectacular view of lush
green pea crops in the vast
tracts indicates the success of
the initiative Laken two years
ago with the help of Bharat-
pur-based Lupin Human Wel-
fure and Research
Foundation. Pea (Pisum sati-
vum) was selected as an ideal
farm produce for the region in
view of erratic availability of
water and average productiv-
ity of soil.

Farmers, who ecarlier made
heavy investments in the
crops which were low in both
productivity and profits, were
apprised of the prospects of
demand for pea in the neigh-
bouring towns of Agra and Fa-
tehpur Sikri in Uttar Pradesh
and Murena in Madhya Pra-
desh, Factors like environ-
mental sustainability and
transport facilities were also
taken into account.

Thanks to the technical
guidance provided by agricul-
tural experts and persistent
efforts put in by farmers, Khe-
rin Lodha has earned the dis-
tinction of “Muttur Gaon®
(pea village) in Bharatpur dis-
trict and is now generating an
additional income of Hsl12
lakh during four months of
pea crop every year.

The Lupin Foundation —
functioning as the corporate
social responsibility wing of
pharmaceutical major Lupin
— had selected the village for
its all-round development and
prepared an action plan for
starting self-employment
ventures, besides testing soil
and water to find better ave-

Nues for farmers,

1

A farmer tends to his pea crop at Kheria Lodha
village in Bharatpur district of Rajasthan.

~ PHOTO: ROHIT JAIN PARAS

Lupin Foundation execu-
tive director Sitaram Gupta
said here on Thursday that
farm experts in consultation
with the village elders selected
pea pods as the item that could
bring prnspenty to the rural
landscape. The foundationini-

weeded outand moong is sown
in April-middle, which also
yields crops worth Rs.10,000
toRs.15,000 per bigha of land.

During the current harvest-

ingseason, eight to ten tractor- | ;

trolleys carrying the sacks of

tially provided seeds of im-

proved varieties like AP-1,
AP-3 and Azad Jeevan with 50
per cent subsidy to a group of
half-a-dozen ers,

Asaresultofconstantadvice
and guidance during irrigation
and harvesting, the farmers
were able to earn Rs.20,000
per bigha of land. The pea pods
grown by them were an instant
hit in the markets because of
their dark green colour and
one-and-a-half times larger
sizeofpea

Mr. Guplamdthe pea farm-
ing gradually gained accept-
ance and popularity among the
agriculturists of the region in
view ofits remunerative prices
and secure irrigation: “The
trend has spread to [a number
of]villagesaround Kheria Lod-
ha, where we are supplying
seeds and fertilisers with 50
percent subsidy.”

Farmers, who usually sow
pea seeds in the last week of
October every year, start get-
ting the pea pods by Decem-
ber-end. There isa “full-blown
and rich” yield throughout the
month of January and podsare
plucked in the evening and
transported to the mandis of
neighbouring towns the next
day, said Mr. Gupta,

The pea ecrop needs full irri-
gation only three to four times
during its entire duration and
is nourished by chemical fer-
tilisers as well as manure. After
theripening of cropin the mid-
dle of February, the plants are

peap e beingsuppliedey-
ery day from Kheria Lodha to
the mandis. However, farmers
sometimes face uncertainty in
pricesdependingon the arrival
of the agricultural produce in
the market, which has prompt-
ed the Lupin Foundation to
formulate a training pro-

gramme for processing of pea
seeds.

Hesaid aseriesof agro-proc-
essing training camps would
be organised shortly in the
neighbouring Kheria Purohit

village in collaboration with |.

the State government’s Agri-
culture Department. In addi-
tion to the processing methods
for green pea seeds, farmers
will also be trained in packag-
ing techniques tosend the pro-
duce to big cities and get
remunerative prices.

The pea farming has evi-
dently brought affluence to the
region and raised the standard
oflivingof farmers, besidesen-
abling them to gend their chil-
dren for of higher education
outside the village.

Mr. Gupta affirmed that the
financial condition of farmers
could be improved significant-
ly if government agencies and
voluntary groups help out with
the cash crops matching with
the available resources, in
place of the traditional low-
y:eld crops. To succeed in such

ours, it is also tial
for farmers to work hard after
getting proper guidance in
modern agricultural

techniques.

S P = p——— T 4

thae mer

}21 Jan., 2012: Farmers of Kheria Lodha

village Rajasthan have successfully created a
heavy demand for green peas in nearby
towns for this legume. Today this village is
called ' Multur gaon" and it generates an
additional income of Rs 12 lakh during 4
months. The Corporate Social Responsibility
wing of the Lupin foundation has selected
thisvillage forits allround development.
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ey turtles’ nesting site under threat

Olive Ridl

I Sib Kumar Das

BERHAMPUR: Shifting of river
mouth and erosion have
changed the terrain of the
nesting beach of Olive Ridley
turtles near the Rushikulya
rookeryin Ganjam district of
Odisha,

Forest officials and envi-
ronmental activists are keep-
ing their fingers crossed over
its possible impact on nest-
ing of the turtles this year. Its
mating season is almost over

| and nesting is expected to
| start from the third week of
February.

In the recent months, the
Ruhsikulya river mouth has
shifted towards the north
This has completely eroded
the long sandy nesting beach
near Kantiagada village,

| where most of the turtles laid
their eggs last year, At pre-
sent, no sandy beach remains
in the area and the sea is
| touching the casuarina forest
| on the coastline. This shift-
| ing of the river mouth has
also led to the formation of a
i 500-metre-long sandbar of
| more than 200 metres inside
the sea.
| Such changes, however,
| are not new.

Olive Ridleys are known to

| change their nesting place.

In the past, most turtles used
| to nest near Purunabandha

village towards the south,

then they shift to the north,
| to the coastline near Kantia-
| “It remains to be seen
what impact *this recent
c¢hange will have on the nest-
ing site of the Olive Ridleys,”
sald AK. Jena, Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO) of Ber-
hampur,

The question is whether

v

=

A' view af rh_e ngwfy Jormed sandbar, away from the mainland between Purunabandha and Kantiagada
villages, which is among the major nesting sites of Olive Ridley turtles in Odisha’s Ganjam district. -

PHOTO: LINGARAJ PANDA

these endangeréd turtles
would prefer to nest on the
recently formed sandbar or
not. “Usually Olive Ridleys do
not prefer to nest on sand
patches that are not connect-
ed to the mainland. Tn 2009,
after the shifting of the Rush-
ikulya river mouth, a large
sandbar was formed in the ar-
en, but Olive Ridleys did not
prefer to lay eggs on it," Mr.
Jena said.

Experts say that before
mass n takes place, n
large numbersof turtles wait-
ing in the sea get information
on the state of the coast from
some Olive Ridleys that come
for sporadic nesting. Based
on this information, females
decide whether to nestor not.

Following the mating sea-
son, alarge number of female
turtles are waiting for nest-
ing. Males have started to re-

turn. Even after mating,
female Olive Ridleys at times
do not lay eggs if the environ-
ment is not conducive for
nesting.

While some experts say the
tirtles can keep the fertilised
eggs inside their body for two
to three years, others are of
the view that the females can
keep the sperm in their body
and opt for fertilisation of
eggs whenever they want,

said Mr. Jena.

Zoologists say female Olive
Ridleys can also absorb fertil-
ised eggs in their body if the
nesting situation is not fa-
vourable. However, the nest-
ing habit of Olive Ridleys still
remains a mystery. In 2007,
there was no mass nesting on
the TRushikulya rookery
coast, while in 2006, there
was mass nesting on two oc-
casions,

251Jan. 2012: In the recent months the Ruhsikulya river months has shifted towards the north, completely
eroding the long sandy beach near kantiagada village where Olive ridley turtles laid their eggs last year. A
500 m long sandbar of 200 m inside the seais also formed. It remains to be seen where the turtles will nest

thisyear.

16 E-magazine : U.P. State Biodiversity Board




HELMI

IHE HINDU = TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2012
—_—

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR: The critically-endan-
gered grassland species, the
Great Indian Bustard, will be
counted in the desert terrain
of Hajasthan in the d

Newspaper Clippings

FROM THE STATES [EN

The Great Indian Bustard
(Ardeotis nigriceps), whose
numberis estimated to be less
than 500 in India, is found in
Kwmataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Muharashtra and Gu;nmt be-
sides Rajasth. of

week of February. Rajasthan,
specially its desert region, ac-
counts for maximum popula-
tion: of the bird which is
globally threatened and listed
in the Red Book of the In-
ternational Union for Conser-
wvation of Nature (IUCN).

The upcoming survey, be-
ing initiated by the Rajasthan
Forest Department with tech-
nical assistance from the
Worldwide Fund for Nature
(WWEF) from February 14, will
cover four Rajasthan districts
— Jaisalmer, Barmer, Jodh-

and Bikaner — besides

knliva village in Ajmer.
The survey and the count will
be supported by the Border
Security Force, local conser-
vation NGOs and individual
voluntesrs.

huntlug, habitat loss, change
in land use and urbanisation
are cited as reasons for the de-
clinein theirnumbers.
Within Rajasthan, Phalodi,
Pokhran, Baap, Diyatra, Mo-
hangarh and Ramgarh are
someofthe placesin thedesert
where the birds are spotted.
During the previous monsoon
good sighting of the bird was
reported from Sonkhaliya in
Ajmer, where some 20 hirds
are estimated to be present.
The Great Indian Bustard is
the State bird of Rajasthan,
‘The birds are to be counted
inthe desert by volunteers as-
tride camels. In the 3,162 sq
km Desert National Park
(DNP), the methodology to be
adopted in counting would be
of line tangent — from one

point to another point, in
straight line.

“The Thar desert, especially
Jaisalmer, accounts for maxi-
mum population of the Great
Indian Bustard. It is for the
first time that we have includ-
ed the district of Bikaner as we
feel there are good chances of
sighting the bird there,” said
WWF Rajusthanconvenerand
Rajasthan Board for Wildlife
member Rajpal Singh on
Monday.

“There is all-round concern
over the status of the Bustards.
The Union Government alsois
worried about its dwindling
population and the wide-
spread destruction of its hab-
itats)" Mr. Singh noted.

Aworkshopwas held in Del-
hilast December todiscussthe
bird and its habitat. “The au-
tharities and experts pin their
hope on the surviving popula-
tion of the birds in the desert
region. Jaisalmer alone would
account for 80-100 birds.”

Thecensusisalsobeingheld

HELP WANTED: The Great Indian Bustard seen in the Thar desert of Rajasthan. - PHOTO: SPECIAL
ARRANGEMENT

Globally threatened

Bustard to be surveyed

Concern over decline of Rajasthan’s State bird population

inthebackdropofaplanto“ra-
tionalise” the territory of the
park by excluding certain ar-
eas- — which the Defence
forces and well as those en-
gaged in oil exploration are
keen to keep out — incorporat-
ingothers, ifany, after studies.
A high-level panel is looking
into this.

“This year we propose to
hold workshops in Jodhpur,
Jaisalmerand Bikaner priorto
the commencement of the sur-
vey. Ina meeting with head of
Rajasthan Forest Forces UM.
Sahai and otherseniorauthor-
ities a month ago, we
the methodology. There will
be more persons involved in’
the survey, looking for the
birds, besides other species
like antelopes, foxes and vul-
tures. In the past surveys we
used to have 51 routes, but this

time theirnumber willgoupto |

81," he said. He expects the
survey to be much more com-
prehensive than ever in the
past.

PLANT SCIENCES
New hairy ginger

Botanists have discovered a new wild
ginger in the evergreen forests of the
Western Ghats of south India. It belo-
ngs to the Amomum genus in the
Zingiberaceae family. The most notable
feature of the plant is the presence
of long ligules that reach up

to nine cm in length. It

also has small flowers

having a long corol-

la tube. All parts

of the plant are

hairy. It falls under

the critically

endangered cate-

gory of the Inter-

national Union for

Conservation of

Nature, 2001 an

needs to be protect-

ed urgently to save

it from extinction.

MEYS 14 HOSSHOU

PhytoKeys, January 6

February 1-15, 2012 » Down Te Earth | 37 |

31 Jan. 2012: The Rajasthan
Forest Department with the
help of World Wide Fund for
nature, on Feb 14, will cover
4 districts of Rajasthan-
Jaisalmer, Barmer, Jodhpur
and Bikaner to survey the
Great Indian Bustard. Their
numbers are currently
estimated to be less than
500.

>
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(iii) State News

v

02Jan. 2012: Rains on the New Year day have benefitted what farmers who can save
money on the second irrigation of wheat. The rain was harmful for the Pea crop
however.
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14 Jan., 2012: Shri R.K. Dubey from U.P. State Biodiversity Board visited Jaunpur and met
farmer Jiyalal who has been evaluating Nevar Muli for many years now. A reddish so bigin
size is not grown in any other part of India hence the need to conserve this cultivar of

radish.
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& s uﬁﬁﬁ:ﬁ 21and 22 Jan.2012.0ver 100 varieties of Roses about

51 varieties of Gladiolas were exhibited.
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}23 Jan., 2012: Severe cold seems to be

affecting the young flower bunds of
mango making the growers of this fruit in

Malihabad areajittery.
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01 Mar., 2012: Leap Day was celebrated by the
U.P. State Biodiversity Board in the Regional
Science City premises. Zoology Department of
Lucknow University helped in organizing various
competitions.

Leap day was celebrated for the 1st time this year
in Lucknow.
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20 Mar., 2012: World Sparrow Day
was celebrated on 20th March, 2012
by the U.P. State Biodiversity Board.
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i ".5‘:.:':;!" Newinitiative’ | piate on the terrace or balcony  same place each time they
about the decline of the ‘highly sacial birds, » The biodiversity department | Of the house will save alotof  feel the need for food, water
has also Urged peaple to thirsty birds from dying in ‘:
around hu hour summers. Birds require water Pwurmmnb!tllm
may alsa go the vultures' way if and a water potin.  for the cleaniiness of the
anouph awareness |s not creat- balcony will help birds meet ﬂlﬂmmmnw
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to whats new page and click
on World Sparrow Day 2012,
Get the picture avaliable ,
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Dr Ramjee Srivastava , UP
State Blodiversity Board, 3nd
Fioor , A Block, East wing,
PICUP Bhavan, Vibhutl
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